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Railwey Fatality, Lion Mill, Corupnssivnate Allow-
ance—{eation : Rail Administration Ioguiry
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Assurance Business, Deposit—{uestion : ter
Stallion, to Travel—Returns ordered: 1, Railway
Engines ImIported. Particulars; 2, Customs Duties,
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X Indented through Agent Geneml's Office;
2, Stud Steek Imported by Government—Motion :
Fremantle Harbour Works: Dismissal of Officers,
to Inquire—Motion : Stock Imported over Northern
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Hall Land Grant, Fremantle—Third Readings:
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Tue SPEAKER took the Chair at
4-30 o’clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

PETITIONS (4)—COUPON TRADING.

Hov. J. J. Houumes (East Fremantle)
presented a petition from residents of the
State, praying for the introduction of a
measure dealing with the suppression of
the coupoen system.

Mr. A. E. Moroans (Coolgardie) pre-
sented a similar petition.

Mr. H. Dacrisa (Sobiaco) presented
a petition against the Trade Stamps
Abolition and Discount Stamps Issue
Bill.

Dr. McWinriams (North Perth) pre-
sented a similar petition.

Petitions received and read.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Premier: 1, Evidence at

inquest on death of Daniel Flyno
(moved for by Mr. Hopkins); 2, Retire-

ment of Police Detective McCartney |

(moved for by Mr. Moorhead).
Ordered to lie on the table.

BLACKMATLING (aLLEGen)—LETTER OF
DENIAL BY MR. JUSTICE PARKER.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. @G. Leake)
said: Before the business of the day is
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proceeded with, I desire to inform the
House that T have received a letter from
Mr. Justice Parker, with regard to the
episode of yesterday. I will read the
letter :—

Perth, 16th October, 1901,

Dear Mr, Leake,—

I gather from & debate in the Legislative
Assembly lust evening, as reported in the
West Australian, that Mr. George accused me
of having been blackmailed. '"T'his appears
clearly from the speech of Mr. Nanson, who
explicitly formulated the charge, which
apparently was accepted by Mr. George as
correctly stated. In these eircumstances, T
feel it my duty to inform you: (1) That no
attempt was ever made to blackmail wme; (2)
That I never acceded to the terms of any
blackmailer; {3) That Inever paidany money
whatever in order to prevent the publication
of any article in any newspaper; (4) That I
have never seen the article referred to in the
debate as having been published in the
Spectator, nor the proof of any article proposed
to be published in the Sunday Times, nor did I
ever revige any such proof or pay anything for
its alteration, revision, or suppression; and I

may add that I have never even been
approached on the subject.
Faithfully yours,
S. H. PARKER.

(Memeers: Hear, hear.)

QUESTION—DAM AT MUNGARI, COST.

Mr. F. REID asked the Minister for
Works: 1, What was the cost of con-
struction of the damn at or near Mungari.
2, When the said dam was constructed. 3,
‘Whether a caretaker has been appointed
to look after the dam, and to sell the
water from same. 4, What revenue has
been derived by Government since the
construction of said dam to the present.
5, Whether the Minister is aware that
no supervision has been exercised for
years by the Government over this dam,
although a large demand exists for the
water that could be conserved. 6, If this

is so, why ¥
Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS
replied: 1, £1,847. 2, 18%4. 3, A

caretaker had charge of this tank up to
the time the railway to Kalgoorlie was
constructed, but since the advent of the
railway there bas been little or no road

. traflic, and practically no demand for

water at this place, so that the continuance
of a chretaker there has not been con-
4, There is no sepa-

. rate record of any revenue that may have

been received from this tank, as in former
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years raceipts were merged in the general |

water supply receipts. 5 and 6, Yes.
Please see answer to No. 3.

QUESTION—STOCKE IMPORTED OVER
NORTHERN BORDER, DUTY.

Mr. @ TAYLOR asked the Premier:
1, Whether the statement made in last
week's issue of the Sunday ThWmes, that
the firm of Connor, Doherty, & Co. have
imported cattle into this Sta.te withount
the payment of duty, is true. 2z, If so,
what amount is owing to the Lreasury
for such unpaid duty ¥ 3, Are any steps
being taken to recover the amount ?

Tae PREMIER replied : The Auditor
General is making the necessary investi.
gation with a view to uascertaining
whether any duty is due to the Consoli-
dated Revenue Fund on cattle imported
by the firm of Connor, Doherty, & Co.

QUESTION—RAILW \AYS, CHIEF IN-
SPECTOR OF LOCOMOTIVES.

Mr. G. TAYLOR asked the Com-
missioner of Railways: 1, What applica-
tions were received in answer to the
advertisement of May last for a Chief
Locomotive Inspector. 2, H any such
appointment has been made, who has been
appotnted.

Tae COMMISSTONER OF RAIL-
WAYS replied: 1, Forty-eight applica-
tions were received as per the attached
list. [List printed in Votes and Pro-
ceedings, No. 32.] 2z, No appointment
has been made.

QUESTION—SWAN RIVER, AS TO
SILTING UP.

Me. C. H. RASON asked the Minister
for Works: 1, Whether the Government is
in receipt of a report from any depart-
mental officer as to the silting up of the
Swan River between Perth and Midland
Junction, especially in the vicinity of
Claisebrook. 2. Whether the Chief In-
spector of Fisheries has called attention
to this matter. 3, If any report has been
received to this effect, whether the
Government (seeing the importance of
the question to the river traffic and the
fishing industry) intends immediately to
apply a remedy by dredging.

Tre MINISTER FOR WORKS re.
plied : 1, There are some reports in the
department about this matter, but they
have not yet been submitted to the

Questions.

Government. 2, The Chief Inspector of
Fisheries Liag not drawn the attention of
the Public Works Department to the
matter. 3, The Government will give
full consideration to the requirements of
the river traffic and alse to the best
interests of the fishing industry, before
the Loan Estimates are submitted, and
it is hoped will be able to make provision
for the dredging mnost necessary o be
taken in hand.

QUESTION—-BUSHMEN CONTINGENT,
FURLOUGH PAY.

Mr. C. H. RASON asked the Colonial
Treasurer : Whether provision had been
made upon the Estimates for the furlough
pay of the members of the West Aus-
tralian Bushmen Contingent, in accord-
ance with the Premier's promise of
Wednesday, 28th August.

Tee COLONIAL TREASURER
replied: Yes; on page 30 of 1901-1902
Estimates, under head of “Expenses of
South African Contingents.”

QUESTION—LOAN, NET SUM
RECEIVED.

Me. C. H. RASON asked the Colonial
Treasurer : What was the actual amount
received (after puyment of commission
and all other charges) for each £100 stock
of the last loan. .

Teg COLONTAL TREA%URER
replied : Until final instalment is paid in
November, the Agent General is unable
o furnish this information.

QUESTION—ROYAL VISIT, COST OF
REFRESHMENTS.

Referring to question asked by Mr.
Rasow, 18th September, as to whether
the Celebrations Committee had supplied
any information in regard to the items of
expenditure in connection with refresh-
ments supplied at the King’s Park and
Zoological Gardens :

Tae COLONIAL TREASURER now

replied :
King's Park—
6,000 children, refreshments £126 0 ©
Zoological Gardens——
3,000 guests, 3s. per head ... 450 0 O
Specm.la.llowance Roya.]Tent 25 0 0
Waiters . 25 0 0
Breakages 311 6
‘Wines, ete. 166 16 4
Total £670 6 10
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I regret to say that this answer is not as
the question was asked. I have only just
received the particulars. With regard to
question No. 3 (asking for explanation of
the items), I hope the answer I have read
to the House is satisfactory to the hon.
member, It certainly is not satisfactory
to me.

QUESTION—RAILWAY FATALITY, LION
MILL, COMPASSIONATE ALLOWANCE,
Mer. C. H. RASON asked the Com-

missioner of Railways: 1, When the

papers moved for by him on the 25th

September in connection with the fatal

accident to Mr, Hoad, late station-master

at Lion Mill, will be laid upon the table.

2, Whether it is the intention of the

Government to grant any compassiona.te

allowance to Mr. Hoad's widow.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS replied: 1, The papers will be
laid on the table to.-morrow evening.
2, This is now under consideration.

QUESTION — RAILWAY ADMINISTRA-
TION INQUIRY (Ms. J. Davizs),
PREJUDICE.

Mr, M. H. JACOBY asked the Prewmier:
Whether the Government is aware that
Mr. Shaw, a member of the John Davies
Inquiry Board, has in his public utter-
unces evidenced a strong prejudice
against Mr. John Davies. If so, whether
the Government is prepared to require
him to retire from the hoard. If not,
whether the Government intends to make
inquiry whether he hae expressed such
prejudice.

Tas PREMIER replied: The Govern-
ment is not aware that Mr, Shaw has
evidenced a strong prejudice against Mr.
Davies. If there are any just grounds
for objecting to the appointment of Mr.
Shaw, they will no doubt be taken by Mr.
Davies or his counsel. The Government
would not ofter an affront to Mr, Shaw by
malking the inquiry suggested by the hon.
member.

QUESTION—ACCIDENT ASSURANCE
BUSINESS, DEPOSIT.

Me. H. J. YELVERTON asked the
Colonial Treasurer: 1, Whether the
Government iz aware of any company
doing accident assurance business in this
State which has not lodged the deposit
required by Statute? 2, If so, whether
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the Government will take action against
such company ?

Tae COLONIAL TREASURER
replied : An answer was given to a similar
question yesterday (in reply to Mr.
Wilson).

QUESTION—ROADSTER STALLION,
TO TRAVEL.

Mr. J. M. HOPKINS asked the
Premier: 1, Whether it is the intention
of the Government to exhibit the imported
roadster stallion * Kinrara' at the various
agricultural shows being held witbin
those districts connected by rail. 2,
Whether it is the intention of the Govern-
ment to travel this stallion through the
agricaltural and pastoral portions of the
State during the **season.”

Tae PREMIER replied: 1, Yes, as
far as possible, without interfering with
his engagements. 2, Yes, through the
Swan and part of the Bastern districts.

RETURN—-RAILWAY ENGINES IM-
PORTED, PARTICULARS.

Mr. HIGHAM (Fremantle} moved :—

That a return be laid on the table of the
House showing—i, The cost of the Martin
engines imported from South Australis. 2,
The milenge effected. 3, The maintenance
charges per mile. 4, The cost of repairs. 5,
A comparative statement on points 1, 2, 3, and
4, ag between the above engines and those im-
ported from Great Britain and the United
States of America.
The object of the motion was to ascertain
ihe comparative cost of engines made in
South Australia for use in this State, as
against the cost of engines imported from
Grreat Britain and America.

Question put and passed.

RETURN—CUSTOM DUTIES, AUS-
TRALIAN IMPORTS,

On motion by Mx. R. HastiE, ordered:
That a return be laid on the table of the
House, showing the total amount of
Customs Duties expected this financial
year from imports from other Australian
States; also, the amounts expected from
each of the chief articles of import.

PAPERS—EXCESS I1TEMS, COPIES OF
PRINTED MATTER.
Mr. G. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret)
moved :
That there be laid upon the table of the
House a copy of a publication entitled The
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Glolden Gate of Western Auséralia, if such book
is still extant.

Me. W. J. GEORGE moved, as an
amendment, that a copy of the Review of
Reviews magazine, containing a certain
article relating to Western Australia, be
also laid on the table, It would be well
that members should see what reason
there was for excess expenditure on these
items.

Amendment put and passed, and the
motion as amended agreed to.

RETURN—GOODS INDENTED THROUGH
AGENT GENERAL’S OFFICE.

On motion by Me. F. WiLsow (Perth),
ordered: That there be laid upon the
table of the House a return showing the
nature and value of goods indented
through the Agent General's office since
the 30th June, 1899.

RETURN—STUD STOCE IMPORTED BY
GOVERNMENT.

On motion by Mz. W. J. BurcrER
{Gaacoyne), ordered : That there be Jaid
a return on the table, showing—1, The
total number of stock imported by the
W.A. Government as stud stock. 2, The
tull particulars of each animal so im-
ported, breed, age, gex, and by whom bred,
3, (a.) The price given for each animal ;
{6.) The amount paid as comnission for
purchasing; (¢.) The total cost (excluding
cominission) of each animal landed in
West Australia. 4, The fees received
up to date for the services of any horse,
bull, or boar pig. 5, The present weekly
cost of feeding and attendance for the
stock so imported. 6, The names of all
those who have bad the use of such
Government stock, awnd the amount of
fees paid by each individual. 7, The
names and addresses of all those in whose
hands the said stock are at the present
date, and the amount they are paying or
being paid for looking after the stoek.

MOTION—FREMANTLE HARBOUR
WORKS, DISMISSAL OF OFFICERS, TO
INQUIRE.

M=z. HIGHAM (Fremantie) moved : —
That a Select Committee be appointed to
consider the question of the summary diemissal
of certain certificated officers, enginecers, and
navigators employed by the Harbour Works
Department at Fremantle.

A serious grievance had been caused by
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Dismissal of Officers.

the dismissal, at a day’s notice, of several
professional men who had been emploved
for a considerable time on the harbour
works at Fremantle. These professional
men believed themselves to be under a
grievance, and desired that their case
should be inquired into by a select
committee,

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS
(Hon. W. Kingsmill) : There was not
the slightest objection on hia part in the
passing of the motion; but the hon.
member might have said a little more in
justification of it. It was a matter for
regret that circumstances should have
arisen to deprive these worthy navigators
of their employment at short notice. He
thought the hon, member was aware of
the fact that instructions had been issued
to the effect that, wherever practicable,
longer notice should be given in future;
and the hon. member might have men-
tioned the fact. Posaibly the hon. member
would take advantage of bis right of
reply to explain the position more fully
to the House.

Tez PREMIER (Hon. G. Leake):
Except for one or two bints dropped by
the Minister for Works, he was quite in
the dark as to this matter. He presuined
the hon. member was asking for the
appointment of a select committee to
inquire into a certain alleged grievance.
It was usually required that the appoint-
ment of a select committee should be
justified before that appointment was
made, by showing that there had been
some sort of abuse, and that there wus
something to remedy. As he understood
the Minister for Works, no wreng had
been done; though perbaps there had
been a little hardship caused by reason
of the services of these very worthy
officers being dispensed with at short
notice. The matter had been brought to
the attention of the Minister for Works,
who had promised to see that this kind
of thing did not occur in the future, if it
could possibly be avoided.

Mz. Hiouam: That did not affect the
case of these men.

Ter PREMIER: The House, as he
took it, should not appoint a select cow-
mittee to inquire into matters purely of
depa.rt.ment& administration. Unlessthe
bhon. member was prepared to show that
these men had been wrongfully treated,
and that they really bad a solid grievance,
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he should rest satisfied with the agsur-
ance of the Minister for Works and
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not press the motion. The Government

thanked the hon. member for drawing
- attention publicly to the fact that hard-
ship had been occasioned in this particular
instance. For his part, he indorsed the
promise of the Minister for Works.

Tre MinisTer For Worgs: It was
not a promise, but a definite instruc-
tion.

Tue PREMIER: It appeared that the
Minister had not merely given a promise,
but had issued definite instruction.

Me. Hriemanx: That did not affect the
past.

Tag PREMIER: Surely the hon.
member did not wish a select committee
to inquire whether these men should be
taken back into the service ?

Me. Higaam: The men were entitled
to some recompense.

Tae PREMIER: If the hon. member
gaid that, the motion would be opposed
by him. If the Minister had work for
these gentlemen, they would ne doubt
be taken buck. The assurance of the
Minister ought to be sufficient for the
hon. member, unless he was in a position
to show the House empbatically and
clearly that some grievous wrong had
been done to the men discharged.

How. ¥. H. PIESSE (Williams) : The
motion in its present form should not be
passed, as it would create s dangerous
precedent, tending to hamper all adminis-
tration. No doubt there was good ground
for tabling the motion, because frequent
applications had been made to the Minis-
ter for Works in regard to the matter,
and no redress had been forthcoming.
He knew thai the Minister for Works
had received the men rather sympatheti-
cally—[langhter]—and had promised to
lock into the matter. But there it ended.
Good old “consideration” came to the
regeue, and the business was shelved ; and
these men, who thought they hed a
grievance, still continued to think so.
Therefore it devolved on the Government
to look into the matter and see whether
there was, in fact, any just cause for
complaint,

Tae MinisTEER FOR WORKS:
matter had been looked into.

Hon, F. H. PIESSE: Some aspects
of the case were known to him, and it
did appear to him that there had been

The
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undue haste in dispensing with the
services of the men.

Tee MINISTER ¥Or WORKS: Quite so0.

Hon. F. H. PIESSE: TUnder the
eircumstances the men should receive
some consideration: they should receive
an equivalent payment in liew of notice.
Tt was to be hoped that now the matter
had been ventilated, the Minister would
look into it and see what could be done
for the men, who, though if they had
received legal notice had no legal claim,
might nevertheless have u moral claim.
Ocoasionully there were circumstances
justifying the Clovernment in acting
more {ibemlly than usual.

Tee MirisTer POk WOREs: Would
the hon, member suggest a scheme?

Hon. F. H. PIESSE: The matter
would be dealt with by him if he were on
the Treasury bench.

Tre MiNisTER FOR WORES: Would
the hon. gentleman make work for the
men ?

How, ¥. H. PIESSE: Even if the
Minister supported his departmental
heads, and said that they had done right
to dispense with the men, and that the
latter had neither a legal nor a4 moral
¢laim to consideration, still regard might
be paid to the equities of the case.

Tae MINigTER FOoB WORES: Let the
hon. member suggest a scheme.

Hov. F. H. PIESSE: The motion,
he rvepeated, was not one which should be
passed as it stoed ; because it amounted
to a demand for the appoiotment of a
select committee to inquire into a mere
matter of departmental administration.

Me. F. WILSON (Perth): The
House would be going too far in adopting
the motion. It was to be presumed that
these men were engaged on the same
terms as other men.

M=r. HiesaM: These were uot labour-
ing men,

Mz. WILSON: No; they were officersa:
he was aware of that. The terms of
engagement would coutrol the terms of
dismissal. These officers, if paid monthly,
were entitled to a month's notice, or
in lien of notice to a month’s salary; if
paif weekly, they were entitled to a
week’s notice, or to a week’s pay in lieu
of notice, Surely it did not matter
whether the men were officers or labourers!
They were, in either case, subject to the
terms of their engagement. No doubt
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if the Minister had not already inquired '

inte these dismissals, he would now
inquire into thew. Of course, if the men
had been dismissed on a charge of neglect
of duty, the matter was altogether
different. He trusted the hon. member
would not press the motion, which, if
passed, would establish a precedent under
which every civil servant whose services
were dispensed with, would come to some
member of the House with a request for
the appointment of a select committee to
inquire into his dismissal, The matter
was one to be dealt with, and promptly
dealt with, by the Minister himself.

Mr. J. M. HOPEINS (Boulder):
SBelect commitices of the TLegislative As-
sembly would soon become as common
ay rabbits around Eucla. There were
now select committees sitting all over the
place. The present select comnittee cer-
tainly should not be appointed. If the
mover (Mr. Higham) had called for
papers, and in the perusal of them had
discovered bona fide reasons for asking
for the appointiment of u select commitiee,
such a motion as this would merit sup-
port. The member for the Williams (Hon.
F. H. Piesse} had said that the men,
while having no legal claim, might have a
moral ¢laim ; but moral claims had been
the curse of this country, and he hoped
no farther regard would be paid to them.
The member for the Williams had also
said that possibly the men had a clain in
equity ; but a claim in equity was a legal
¢laim, and should therefore be prosecuted
in the ordinary wav. No doubt tbe
Minister for Works would deal fairly
with the men. Possibly, if the motion
were proposed in a different form on some
future date, he would be able to support
it.

Me. TEESDALE SMITH (Welling-
ton): It would be a mistake to appoint
_ this select committee. He, for one, had

constantly upbraided the Government on
the score of the excessive cost of their
.work. If such actions as the dismissal
of these men were to be brought into
question and inquired into by a select
committes, the Goverament would have a
very good excuse to give for the high
cost of works carried out departmentally.

TaeCOLONTALTREASURER (Hon.

F. Illingworth) : It would be an exceed-
ingly undesirable thing for the House to
take on itself to review the action of the
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Grovernment in dismissing public servants.
The adoption of the present motion would
involve a very serious departure. He did
not know a great deal of the matter; but
fram the statements of the Minister for -
Works he judged that certain work came
suddenly to an end, and that thus there
was no farther use for the services of
these gentlemen. The Minister admitted
that the heads of the department might
have looked ahead a little, and told the
men in question that their services would
not be required after a certain date; in
fact, that the beads might have given the
men longer notice. But whether notice
was given or not, the services of these
men would have had to be dispensed with
at the time they were dispensed with.
Possibly there was an oversight in regard
to the meufficiency of the notice given.
If men’s services were suddenly dis-
pensed with, they might have some claim
to copsideration in the shape of salary,
but one hoped the House would not
follow the hon. member, and appoint a
committee. TPerhaps the hon. member
had done guite wisely in calling attention
to thie matter, but he ought to be satisfied
with that, especially as the Minister had
given an assurance that these matters
would be looked into. If notice had been
given, the services of the men must have
been dispensed with at the time they
were. The Minister had promised that
as soon as there was other work these
men should be considered. He moved
that all the words after *“consider” be
struck out, with a view to inserting *the
method of employment and dismissal of
certificated officers, engineers, and navi-
gators employed by the Harbour Works
Department at Fremantle.”

MemeEr: That was nearly as bad as
the present motion.

Tee COLONIAT TREASURER: It
might be, but he was supposing the
House might be disposed to pass some
motion, and that it would be Dletter in
this form than the other. He would
rather the hon. mwember withdrew the
motion altogether.

Mr. R. HASTIE (Kanowna): If a
member asked the House to pass a motion
of this kind, he should explain the matier.
He did not think the hon. mewmber
thought the House prepared to appoint
a select committee on every case of & civil
servant’s dismissal. T the wmotion were
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passed in anything like its present shape,
there would be a dozen or twenty similar
applications within the next week, and it
would be impossible to accede to them
all. If the hon. member withdrew the
wotion, perhaps he could bring it forward

in another form, and explain the position |

of affairs. Then the House would be
able to consider the matter,

Mr. W. J. GEORGE (Murray): All
were aware from the public prints there
bad been a certain amount of feeling
that certaiu officers had been discharged,
he would hardly say unfairly, but per-
haps without due consideration being
given to their claims. He took it the
Honse wae not asked, and he hoped never
would be, to take on itself to interfere
with the administration of any particular
department, but he also took it that the
hon. member, being a representative of
Fremantle, was desirous that the matter
should be gone into, ouce for all; not
with the idea of carping at the Admini-
stration, but of seeing whether state-
ments which had been bandied about
and printed in the Press were true or
untrue; those statements being that
certain favoured people had been kept in
the service, whose length of service had
not been so great as that of those dis-
charged.

MinisTeER For WORES: Where?

Mer. GEORGE: In the Press.

Tee PreEwmrer: Something was said
yesturday about statements.
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had been with them some considerable
time, and whose services were of value;
but there were others possibly who had
been employed only a little time, and who
showed tfl,:a.t they possessed greater ability
and greater skill. In the Government
service, the same as in private employ-
ment, the men who had the best abilities
ghould have the best chances. This com-
mittee should be appointed for the
purpose of showing right away what were
the reasons which actuated those respon-
sible to the Minister. If it were shown
absolutely the best men were kept, the
person responsible had risen to his duty,
It was very hard for any man to fall back
in the march of life, and e elbowed out
by younger and perhaps belter instructed
men; but all had to suffer it. He took
it that what was asked for in connection
with this committee was that we should
see whether the claims of ability had been
fairly dealt with.

Tre Minister For Worxs: The
member for the Muarray (Mr. George)
ought to support the amendment, at that
rate,

Mg. Hicaam: That would deal with
the future; but what about the past?

Me, Hopxing: Hvidence could be
Lrought.

Mg. DAGLISH (Subiace) : The advice

. he would give the member for Fremantle

Me. GEORGE asked the Premier not .
to interject ; not to bring into this subjeet -

matters which, he could assure the hon.
member, would be fairly dealt with by
him at the proper time. Certuin state-

ments had appeared in the Press, and -

might be true or untrne. He did not

say the Press misrepresented, but there .

had been a deputation, he believed, in
connection with this matter. [MEMBER:
Four.] Then that showed most forcibly
there were certain men dismissed from

the service who believed they had a !

grievance. The men contended that
length of service should determine the
keeping of employment when the question
of retrenchment came about, that was to
say, that men who had been longest in
the service should be kept there, and the
men who had been the shortest time,
ghould have their services dispensed with.
People had in their employment men <ho

(Mr. Higham), if the hon. member
wished any proposition carried, was that
he should withdraw his motion in favour
of the amendment. If the motion were
carried, only the individual cases of these
men could be considered, but if the whole
gystem of administration of the public
department were considered, then neces-
sarily any individual cases must come
within the scope of it.

Mr. Hicuazr: What about past cases ?

Me. DAGLISH: These men would
come within the scope of the com-
mittee. If the hon. member would
withdraw the motion, one would be willing
to support the amendment of the Colonial
Treasurer,

Tre MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.

. W. Kingsmill) : When the member for

Fremantle (Mr. Higham) spoke on one of
the numerous occastonson which he waited
on him in connection with these men, he

- understood the hon. member desired a

select committee to inquire into the

. employment of the men, and nof to actas
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a court of award for the men who had
been dismissed.

Mg. Higmam: Justice should be done
to the men who had been summarily
dismissed, .

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS: No
injustice had been done them. There had
been a certain amount of hardship, but
the Fremantle Harbour Works were loan
works, and no one employed on them
should expect employment for the rest of
his Life.

Mgr. Hroram: But a professional man
did not expect to get dismissed on Mon-
day morning at a day’s notice.

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS: One
did not see why a professional man
should not get dismissal on Monday
as well as Tuesday morning. He sup-
posed the hon. member meant that a pro-
fessional man should get longer notice.
He agreed that this should be done; hut
in the case of these men, although they
had suffered hardship, he had dooe hwe
best. for those who eould work in other
positions; and where work was obtain-
able they always got it. He had no doubt
the leader of the Opposition (Hon. F. H.
Piesse) had received letters from one
gentleman, who was the most persis-
tent, and as a matier of fact the gentle-
man had told him he had written
to the hon. member. Unfortunately,
that person was a sea-faring man, and
a gea-faring man, pure and simple.
Of course a seafaring man, removed from
the sea, was rather out of place; and
unfortunately we could not find employ-
ment for him as a professional man on
the harbour works. This man wished to
have employment in his professionsal
capacity, and it could not be provided
for him, The amendment might be
accepted, and the committee might in-
quire whether dismissal should go by
seniority in grade or seniority in service.
‘While the committece might inquire into
this, it was not -desirable that the com-
mittee should be made a cowrt for
awarding damages to these men. There
was no objection to a select commitiee
inquiring into the system of employing
men in connection with the harbour
works at Fremantle.

Ms. HIGHAM (in The

reply) :
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amepdment would apply only tn the .

future, whereas he wanted the inquiry to
embrace the cases of these men. The

Dismissal of Officers.

amendment would meet the requirement
to a certain extent, but it would not
apply to the grievances of those who had
been summarily dismissed. He bad
interviewed the Minister for Works mnany
times on this subject, and after various
discussions the Engineer-in-Chief had
admitted that the summary dismissal of
professional men was unjuet. The En-
gineer-in-Chief went so far as to say that
he would apply the same principle to the
labouring men at the Rocky Bay quarries:
that they should not be dismissed with-
out reasonable notice. In the cases of
the men referved to in the motion, they
received a casual report on a Saturday
morning that their services were about to
he dispensed with, and when they went
to work on the Monday morning follow-
ing, they were told they were no longer
required. In all communities it was
recognised that a professional man was
entitled to fair notice before his services
could be dispensed with. These men
had made their homes in Fremantle, and
it was an absolute injustice to dispense
with their services without reasonable
notice.  The amendment hardly covered
what was wanted. The Minister for
Works had said these works were heing
curried out with loan money, and that it
wasg not practicable for any consideration
to be given in dismissing men from
employment on the works.

TrE CoLoniaL TrEasuReEr: If the
committee decided that a wrong had
been done, surely the hon. member could
trust the Government to put the matter
right.

Mz. W, J. GroreE: Would the mover
of the amendment insert the word
‘“recently,” to cover the cases of these
men ?

Me. HIGHAM: That would do.
Would the Government agree to it ?

Tre Corontar TrEssURER: Let the
hon. member withdraw his motion, and
trust the Government to do justice in
the matter.

Tre MinisTER FOR Worgs: If the
system was wrong, and if wrong had
been done in the past, the committee
might, inquire into that, and the Govern-
ment would endeavour to rectify any
wrong done.

Me. HIGHAM : It should be under-
stood clearly before the question was
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put, whether, if the amendment were
carried, it would apply to the cases of
those men who had grievances.

Tue MINISTER FOR WORKS: An
assurance had been given once, Did the
hon, member doubt it ¥

Amendment put and passed, and the
motion as amended agreed to.

Ballot taken and committee appointed,
comprising Mr. Hastie, Mr. Jacoby, Mr.
McDonald, Mr. Wallace, with Mr. Higham
as mover; with power to call for persons
and papers, and to sit during any adjoura-
ment of the House; to report on 23rd
October.

Mr. Jacory: It was a physical impos-
stbility for him to sit on this comunittee,
unless the commitiee sat on Saturdays.
He was already on other committees.

Tue Speagee : The hon. member could
ask for longer time.

Mu, Hagrie said he was in the same
position as the member for the Swaa.

MOTION—STOCK IMPORTED OVER
NORTHERN BORKDER.

TO INQUIRE A8 TO DUTY PAID,

Mz. F. CONNOR (East Kimberley}
moved :

That a Select Committee be appointed to
consider the question of the impertation of
stock from South Australia to Northern portion
of this State—the papers relating to which
were ordered to be laid upon the table of the
House on Thursday, 10th October.

"Hea said : It will be remembered that the
question which I wish to have solved to
the bottom has been brought before
memhers of this House on different
occusions, It has been implied by some
members who sit here that an injustice
has been done, a wrong committed, in
which I have the honour to be one of the
participants. It will be remembered that
a member on the Government cross-
benches usked the same questions in
reference to the papers wbich were
supposed to be laid on the table of the
Houge. One question wasg: * Whether
the statement made in last week’s issue of
the Sunday Times, that the firm of
Conuor, Doberty, and Co. have imported
cattle into this State without the pay-
ment of duty, is true.”
question was asked, I had intended
to move that a select committee be
appointed, because it bhad been inferred
that some wrong had been done to the
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revenue of this State. 1 wish to have a
committee appointed to clear the matter
up. Personally I am absolutely con-
fident that there is nothing at all in the
charge which has been made, or which is
implied, rather. T have sufficient decu-
ments here to satisfy hon. members and
even satisfy the Premier that there is
nothing in the charge. I move for a
select cowmittee to inquire into a
question as to papers which should have
been laid upon the table of the House,
and which to this mowment are not on the
table. I asked the Premier, without
notice, why they are not there, and I
could not get an answer. I will not
labour this question, but will go straight
to the point, and I am going to speak
very strongly upon it. I will, I sav, go
straight to the point, and I charge either
the Premier or the Minister for Lands
{(Hon. C. 8ommers) with the fact of huving
given information to the gutter Press of
this State, which should have been in
their charge; and which should not have
been given. ‘lhe article appeared in a
paper called the Sunday Times, with three
columns of vituperation directed against
myself, which I do not care about. That
does not matter, but there is a principle
involved in the fact that those people got
that information.

Memeer: Whom from ?

Me. CONNOR: Wait a bit. The fact
is that those people got that information,
and the only place they had a right to
get it from was from the table of the
House. That information has not been
placed upon the table of the House;
therefore I ask, where did the infor-
mation come from ? It is a serious charge,
and I now make the charge against the
Premier in his capacity as leader of the
Government of the day, as to why that
information was given to that Press.

TrE PREMIER : By e ?

Me. CONNOR: I say it was given to
them. I ask for a select committee to
prove whether there is any truth in the
statements made. If there be, I am
satisfied te go down, and I shall he
wrong; but I have posed as an honest
man all my time in this State and in
other places where I have lived, and 1
am going to continue in that position or
fali. T will not allow any political subter-
fuge or meanness, by the leader of any

| political party or any Government I
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may be connected with, to besmirch my
character. T challenge the Premier to
say how that information got out, when
it was not taken from papers which were
supposed to be laid on the table of the
House, but which are not there. [ am
very much in earnest in this, because it
affects my character for honesty. Allthe
purity and all the honesty, according to
the debates we have had for the last
couple of days, belong to hon. members
sitting there (Government side). We
had & homily about honesty and honour
—about honour! honour! honour! if
you please —directed to our poor selves
from the Goliaths, the men of all purity
and of all the political honesty we hear
about, directed from that end of the
House to poor unfortunate people like
us, who want to pay our debts and live
honourably, if we are allowed to act
fairly. This is a serious charge--this is
no party question. T make this charge
as an individual member of the Legis-
lature here. I have been returned to this
House, and bave a right to express my
opinion; and I say the Premier, in my
opinion, for political purposes—I say it
is my opinion, but 1 have some proofs;
not some proofs, but reasons—1 say that
in my opinion either the Premier for
political reasons, or the Minister for Lands
for political reasons and other reasons —
[ will not say that about the Premier,
but T will about the other hon. gentleman,
if it can be proved—gave information to
a paper called the Swunday Times, which
enabled it to publish an article it had no
possible means of getting information for,
unless given by some person in connection
with the Government of this country.

Mr. Georoer: It is a serious charge to

make,

I agked that question this evening. In
all honesty and conscience, I move that a
select committee be appointed to inguire
into the question embodied in the papers
asked for by the member for Kanowna
(Mr. Hastie). I found when I handed

in the notice of motion, it was not cor-

rectly drawn, for the reagon that although
1 believed the papers were there, and
thought this information which has been

published and which I want a select com- -

mittee to inquire into was upon the table
of the House, the papers were not there;
and 50 I had to alter my motion. That
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Mr. CONNOR: I make that charge. ‘
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is the position. Where did that infor-
mation come from? Where did the
Sunday Times, which has so muny advo-
cates on the other side of the House-—

Memser: No; not many.

Mr. CONNOR: Oh, yes! well, some
—where did the information leak from,
that they were able to publish this article
with details ? Iam sorry I have left a
copy of the paper behind, because I did
not anticipate that the motion would
come on to-night, or else I should have
been better prepared to give my facts.
Where, I ask, did the informution come
from that this paper obtained, which no
other portion of the Press of this State
could possibly have obtained ¥, Where,
T ask, did it leak from? Did it come
from the Premier or a gentleman whom
he supplies with information ? It came
from somewhere, and my opinion is that
it went through a source from that
(Government) side of the House to the
Sunday Times. If that be so, it is time
we should snuff out the possibility of such
a thing oceurring again. This question
of cattle coming across from the Northern
Territory of South Australia to Western
Australia has been discussed before.
When we have the report of the select
committee {which I am positive must
now be appointed), upon the evidence
that will be brought before it, with these
documents which I hold in my hand,
authorising these cattle to come in here,
signed by Claylon T. Mason, that will do
away with the possibility of political
motives being made the means of tryinyg
to injure & political opponent. Iwant to
move that this select commiiltee be
appointed.

Motion seconded.

Tue PREMIER: What is the informa-
| tion required ¥ What is the document,

Mr. CONNOR: You have a select
committee, aud you will get it.

Tee PREMIER (Hon. & Leake): I
i am rather at a loss to know what all this
turmoil and personal attack is about. Of
course it is nothing strange to have the
hon. member on his legs making personal
attacks against me. I do not know, I am
sure, what T have done to the hon. mem-
ber. If ] have annoyed him, I dare say
it will give me more trouble than himself.
The hon. member charges me, as the
| Premier, with supplying information to
the Sunday Times. 1 tell the House I
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have done nothing of the kind. I have °

not even seen the article in the Sunday
Times of which he complaing, T did not
48 a matter of fact get the laat Sundey
Times. It was rather early in the fore-
noon. I generally read it, because there
are usually one or two witticisms against
me, and whenever there is abuse round
about myself, [ always read it. [M=.
Tayror: Hear, hear.] Somehow or
other, I did not get last Sunday’s issue,
and I do not know altogether——

Mz. Tavnog: You missed a treat!

Tee PREMIER: Was it good ?

Mr. Tavror: Yes; first-rate.

Tug PREMIER: I will buy a copy,
then. All I can say is that I have not
been interviewed by any member of the
Sunday Times staff in reference to this
matter, and that I have not given any
information with a view to publication.
I am perfectly certain that the hon,
member will not accept that assurance
from me; but I believe other members
will accept it. As to whether the Minister
for Lands has done anything of the kind,
I cannot say; but I will ask him at the
earliest possible opportunity. The hon.

member has lashed himself into a fury, |

however, over the publication of certalu
information which, he says, could only
have been obtained from the file referred
to. If the information be correct, what
18 the hon. member’s grievance ? Judging
from what he says, the information is all
correct ; for he states that it could ouly
have been gathered from the file which
is to be laid on the table. Had the hon.
member pursued what is the wmore cour-
teous practice, and the practice generally
adopted towards myself by other hon.
members, and asked me quietly where the
papers are and why I did not bring them
down, I should have taken the trouble tu
make inquiries and to bLring the papers
down this afterncon, if possible.
not now speaking from altogether the
fullest information; but I believe that
this very file is at the present moment in
the hands of the Auditor General, who
is making inquiries into the question
of whether or not the firm of
which the ‘mover is a member has
evaded the payment of certain eustoms
duties, and whether or not the Govern-
ment have a claim against the mover and
his partner. The hon. member appears

Tam |

|

|

Northern Border. 1608

particularly anxious as to this claim ; and
I give bim my assurance that I will
pursue it with all possible speed, and
that I shall be only too pleased to
receive from him and his partner to-day
moneys which perhaps they ought to have
puid months ugo. If there be nothing
m the claim, of course no more will be
said. But these papers will certainly be
laid om the table of the House. Now
that there has been all this rumpus about
the matter, I shall take care that they
are brought down as quickly as possible.
If any inquiry be proceeding at present,
I shall suepend that inquiry in order that
hon. members may have an opportunity
of perusing the papers. I shall ask hon.
members generally to believe that I have
ne motive whatever in withholding the
papers from the House. They were asked
for only on Thursday last; and if the
bon, member bhad adopted the more
courteous practice, and instead of indulg-
ing in violent abuse had asked me quietly
for them, I would have been only too
ready to busy myself and get the papers
promptly. However, as I say, I shall
get them as soon as possible. Again I
must protest against the unfounded,
malicious, and vulgar attacks which are
made on me personally by a certain
section of this Chamber. [MiNisTERIAL
MemBERs: Hear, hear.] I think it more
becoming to the digunity of hon. members
to forget their little personal grievances,
or, if they must air personal grievances,
to air them in the proper way. Goodness
knows I do not object to anybody enter-
faining certain opinions about myself! I
do not objeet te anyone coming to meand
accusing me of doing anything wrong, as
long as I am given an opportunity of
replying. I like everything to be fair; T
hate being stabbed in the back, or shot
at from behind a hedge, or hit below the
Lelt. I do not adopt those tactics very
often myself — [QrpPosITION MEMBERS;
Not very often! Hear, hear]—and 1 like
& little fair dealing and gentlemanly
conduct. But I can always defend my-
self against attack. [M=z. GEeomcE:
Hear, hear.] [ generally try to talk a
man’s language: if he talks to me in a
strain of civility, I can be civil; but
if he likes to abuse we, I am always ready
to try a little abuse in reply.

Mr. Georax : You suit your talk to the
oceasion,



1604 Stock Duty :

Tee PREMIER: For an hon. member
—or rather, I will say, a member who is
entitled to be called * honourable”—

muke an unfounded charge like this
against me is unmanly and unfair, to say
the least of it.

Mge. Connor: Where did the infor-
mation come from ?

Tue PREMIER: I do not know. If
the hon. member had come to me quietly,
and asked me to make inquiries, I would
have done so. If I can find out now
where the information came from I will
et him know. But there is the informa-
tion available to members. I have never
yet, so far a8 I can remember, refused
to any member of the House a perusal
of interesting files dealing with public
matters. I am not one of those who
advocate secrecy in public matters: I
believe in ventilating them, if possible.
[Mr. Covxor: Hear, hear.] If the
member for East Kimberley, or a gentle-
man of similar character, were to come
to me and ask me to give him information
from the files, whether he happened to be
a supporier or an opponent of the present
Government, I would give him the infor-
mation, unless there were some valid
objection to doing so; and if there were
a valid objection, I would state the nature
of that valid objection. There is no
reason that I am aware of for keeping
the information now in question back
from the hon. member, or any other
member; and I intend to lay the papers
on the table. But I repudiate with a
certain amount of scorn as well as con-
tempt the attack made on me, and the
accusation that I have gone about in an
underhand way to procure the publication
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of information. Iassure hon. members,on :

the word of & man, that I did not do it;
and I hope that they will accept that
agsurance. [Several Memseers: Hear,
hear.] 1 cannotbe fairer than that. But
again 1 deprecate these utterly stupid and
childish attacks on me, because T happen
to be a political opponent. I do vot care,
really; it is like pouring water on a
duck’s back to shower this vulgar abuse
on me; but I am not going to sit quietly
under it and submit to it as though I
liked it. I observe a certain degree of
indifference in all these maftters. Abuse
never hurts; and nothing pays better
thancivility. [Interjectionsand launghter.]

I intend always to pay gentlemen in the '
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House in the coin which they tender me;
and if I fight with bare knuckles some-
times, I hope I fight with clean hands,
[SEVERAL MeysEss: Hear, hear.] At
any rate, I will not descend to the level
of some hon. members whom I will not
name. I repeat, I did not give this
ioformation to the Swunday Times. I do
not know what information was published,
and I have not had any reguest from any
person for these papers. I shall, however,
make inquiry; and I will lay the papers
on the table as soon as possible, so that
everybody can read them. Moreover, I
will find out whether we cannot get a
little something for the public chest out
of the hon. member and his partner, if
possible. [Me. Connor: Hear, hear.
That is right.] The bon. mermber has
been making a great song about what is
owing, or not owing, to the Treasury.
All T know is this, that with regard to the
importation into Fremuntle of bullocks
from Kimberley, a very funny practice
has been in vogue for a few years past.
Of that practice the hon. member’s firm,
and another firm as well, have had the
benefit. The benefit is that cattle coming
over the South Australian border into
Wyndham do not pay duty when they
enter West Australian termtory, but are
shipped from Wyndham in hond.

Mz. Nawsow: That is what the article
in the Sunday Times says.

Tag PREMIER: Ob, is it? And
they do not pav duty till they come to
Fremantle. The reason given for not
paying duty immediately i1s that these
animalg sometimes die on the vovage.
But they are liable to duty as soon as
they cross the border.

M. Taxror: The non-payment of
duts is what makes meat so cheap.

Tre PREMIER: Isee. Now, this is
one of the matters which is being inquired
into by the Auditor General. I think
the pructice a wrong one. It was adopted
owing to representations made by some
gentlernen. Of course, T could not guess
who those gentlemen are. [MEe. TavLoR:
Uh, no!] “Whether they are joside the
House or not would be difficult to divine.
However, the late Administration allowed
this practice. The letter which the hon.
member flourished just now, and which
he says bears the signature of Mr. Clayton
Mason, is the authority for bringing those
cattle into Fremantle. But I say if that
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be true, then there has heen a clear
evasion of the Customs law. I say,
farther, that the privilege bas been
granted to somehody or other, for some
reason or other which nobody kmows,

Me. W. J. GEORGE (Murray): I
wish to refer to one remark which fell
from the Premier. It is that the files
bearing ou this motion were open to the
Press. That is correct, when files are on
the table of the House. But the com-
plaint of the member for Fast Kimberley
{Mr. Connoer) ts that the files have not
been laid on the table, and therefore have
not been open to the Press. I think the
Premier will agree with me that if this
article contained information which could
have been obtained only from the fles,
then it is fur the benefit of the eivil
service, and certainly it will tend to good
government, to discover if possible who
betrayed the secrets of the department.

Tup PreEmier: [ can give any infor-
mation I like to the Press.

Mr. GEORGE: Certainly; T will not
dispute that.

Tae PreEMEr: I simply say I did not
give information in this case.

Mg. GEQORGE: T do not dispute that
the Premier has a right to do whatever
he thinks fit. The only point is that
whatever he may think fit to do, he may
be called to account for by this House in
his position as Premier.

THE PrEMIER: Certainly.

Mg. GEORGE: The Premier told us
he had not given any information to the
Press, and we all believe him. Personally,
I do not doubt his statemeni for a
moment. But the member for East
Kimberley states that the article which
appeared in the Sunday Times contained
information which it is apparent to the
ordinary ieader could only have been
obtained by an inspection of the depart-
mentul files. Therefore, as the files have
not beeu luid on the table of the House,
and are thus not open to the Press— —

Tue Premier: Yes; they are. At
least it does not follow that they are not,
for Ministers can publish what they like,

Mr. GEORGE: I only wish to have a
clear understanding in the matter. The
Premier tells us he has not disclosed this
information. [TeE PrEMIER : Certainly.]
Therefore, if the information disclosed in
the paper is mnot from him—and, of
course), we believe him—it must have been
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disclosed by another Minister. [THE
PreEmier: Very likely.] And any other
Minister can disclose what he likes to
the Press? Is that the position taken
up by the Premier?

Tae PreMieEr: I did not say that.

Mr. GEQRGE: The Premier says he
has authority to give any information he
likes, but that other Ministers are not
entitled to do it.

Tae PreEvier: They may or may not
have the right. It depends on the par-
ticular eircumstances.

Mr. Conxor: It depends on the
political aspect.

Mr. GEORGE : It comes to this, that
if the information has been given to the
Press by a Minister, then the Minister
stands or falls ou that. If it has been
given by a member of the civil service,
then I say it is the duty of the Minister,
if he does not care for the practice of
giving official secrets away, to deal with
thut public servant. I suggest that,
because I think it ts only right. T am
not going to accuse any Minister of
giving this information : I should be very
sorry to think that anv Minister, present,
past, or to come, would stoop to so low a
way of striking at a political opponent as
to disclose the business transactions of
that opponent with the idea of casting
opprobrium on him. If the information
has been given by any mewmber of the
civil service, I ask the House and the
Premier whether that is the right way for
such matters to be dealt with ?

Tes PrEMIBR: No.
th}}t[x. GEORGE : The result will be

is.

Tae PrEMIER: No civil servant is
entitled to give information, unless by
authority.

Mz. GEORGE : If the information hus
not been given by a civil servant or by a
Minister, is there not sufficient ground
for the Premier and his Mimsters to
inquire how this official information has
found its way into the columns of the
Sunday Times?

Tae Premier: I say I will make
inquiries. That is what I say I will do.
I wag accused of having given the infor-
maticn myself.

Mr, GEORGE: So far as T am con-
cerned I am not accusing the Premier of
having given the information. If I want
to make an accusation I make it straight
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out; bui I say positively that if the hon.
gentleman will go through the columnns
of the Sunday Times and Sun, he will
find in almost every issue articles which
are quite sufficient to convince any
reagonable man that access to the private
files of the departments is given to some
person or other who discloses their cou-
tents. That is not right: that is not as
it should be.

Tue Premree: I regret to suy it hag
been the practice for monthe and months
past for information to creep out.

Mgr. GEORGE: Out of the depart-
ment?

Tae Premier: It is very hard to find
how it gets out. If X can find the
fellow who discloses information, he
will get something; I can tell you.

Me. GEORGE : I do not blame Min-
isters or the former Government; but I
say it is detrimental to the discipline of
any department for the officers who are
practically sworn—I do not know whether
actually sworn, bat who at any rate are
in honour bound—to keep the secrets of
the department, should betray these
secrets to other people. I am certain the
Premier will agree with me as to that.

At 6:30, the SrraxERr left the Chair.
At 730, Chair resumed.

Mz.J. RESIDE (Hannans): I do not
think that the mover has satisfied the
House on the matter which he apparently
desired to bring forward. In his speech
he seems to have merely contented him-
self with abusing the Premier and the
(Gtovernment generally. The question of
how certain information wag disclosed
has nothing to do with the motion before
the House, Personally, I consider that
this is not a proper matter for a select
committee to inquire into, although I
have not much objection to the appoint-
ment of a selecl commitéee. I maintain
that if the Government do their duty, the
question will be decided in the law courta.
The Premier himself admitted that when
the stock crossed the border they became
liable to duty. We have it on good
authority that hundreds of bullocks
belonging to Forrest, Emanuel, & Co.
and Connor, Doherty, & Durack, crossed
the border without paying duty. Of
course, I am not alawyer; but I certainly
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think those cattle were liable to duty.
There are some legal points in connection
with the matter; and I therefore consider
the firgt thing for the Giovernment to do
is to test their rights in the law courts,
and so have it settled whether or not the
hon. member and his partoer will have to
pay the duty. I repeat, this is not a
proper matter to be inquired into by a
select committee,

Me. F. CONNOR (in reply as mover) :
There is, perhaps, some reason in what
the hon. member who has just resumed
his seat has stated. This is a nire
change; and T am sure the House will
be pleased that something which might
possibly be considered practical has
emanated from the hon. member. Per-
sonally, I will be very pleased if the
Government will carcy any claim {hey
think they have into the law courts. But
the principle I have risen here to
champion—if T may put it in that way
—does not affect the liability of any
particular person or corporation in con-
nection with this matter: the prin-
ciple is involved in the disclosure of
information published in that article in
the Sunday Times, which I will read if
hon. members desire to hear it. [Several
MemBERs: No, no.] It appears from
that article that information has been
given to the Sunday Times by some
person-—I do not know who it is—infor-
mation contained in files which I in this
House have asked for and have not yet
bad placed on the table. It is a very
serious matter. If the government of the
State is to be conducted on these lines,
then I say it is time for every man of
principle to revolt against the Ministry
and the party who will descend——

Tre Premzer: To what?

Mz. CONNOR: Subterfuges, politi-
cully.

Tue PREMIER:
terfuge ?

M. CONNOR : Because you gave ——

Tae Premier: No.

Mg. CONNOR: Or some otber person
gave information——

MinisTeRs: No.

Mz. CONNOR: Did you give the
informution ¥

Tee Previer: Have I not said that
I did not give it ¥

Me. CONNOR: Well, it is there, in
the paper. :

Where is the sub-
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Tae Premier: I did not give it.

Mr. CONNOR: Well, who did?

THE PrEmMIiEr: I do not know.

Mz, CONNOR: Then you are not
capuble of controlling the affairs of the
country.

Tae PreMiER: You have only accused
me of this business this aflernoon.

Mz, CONNOR: I say you are not
supable of contrelling the affairs of the
country.

TrE Speager: Will the hon. member
address the Speaker, and not any mem-
ber? -

Mr. CONNOR: I will, sir. But I
have been baited by the Premier. It is
like a red rag to a bull when I rise.
Every time T get up, the Premier intro-
duces some sectariar cry or other
scandalous matter

Tae PrEmiEz: I have not introduced
sectarianism into this.

Me. CONNOR: I assure you, sir, that
I am, as a general rule, a meek and
humble an; but if the temper, or
perhaps the conscience, of the Premier
pricks him—only politically, of course, I
mean—if his conscience stirs him up
when I rise to speak, it is my misfortune
and not my fault. It is the misfortune
of other members to have to listen ; but
I must protect myself. Asa memhber of
this House, and as the representative
though not, perhaps, of a numerically
gtrong proportion of the people, still of a
certain proportion, I have, under the
Constitution Act, the right to be here
and to speak; and the Premier has not
the right to stop me from expressing
myself as long as I have any ideas about
me, however nasty they may be.

Tae Premiez: I have not stopped
you. I am only asking you not to make
unfounded personal accusations against

me.

Me. CONNOR : I question you respect-
fully, through the Chair. You say you
did not give the information to the paper;
and, of course, I believe you.

Tae Premier: I am sorry I cannot
pay vou the compliment.

Mg. CONNOR: Is that in order?

TueE Premier: I am sorry that I
cannot pay vou the compliment of saying
that I believe you.

Mr. CONNOR: Is that in order?

Tee Premiee: Well, T do not think
you are genuive. Ireally donot think so.
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Mr. CONNOR: Is that in order, sir?
I really must ask for your ruling.

Tee Speaxer: If the hon. member
would address himself to the Speaker, as
T desired him to do, there would be none
of these interjecticns.

Me. CONNOR: I was asking the
Premier a question through you, sir.

Tae SreakER: You were not in order
in doing it.

Me. CONNOR : I will read this article.

Several MeMBERs: No, no; don’t!

Me. Tayror: Oh, take it as read!

Mz. CONNOR : Perhaps hon. members
are tired.

MempER: Very fired.

Mr. CONNOR: T desire to know
whether it is possible to find out by any .
means how the information contained in
this article came into the hands of the
Sunduy Times. 1 will oply read the
headings of the article :—

Cheating the Customs,
Satrap's Smuggling Strategy.
Connor’s Contraband Cattle.
Fraud, Figures, and Facta.

Now the infermation which should be
on the table, which was called for by me,
ig not there yet; and, notwithstanding
that, the Sunday Times has all the infor-
mation which could be obtained from the
file, and that information is published
here.

Hor. W, H. Jamrs: Does the in-
formation justify the head-lines ?

Mr. CONNOR: No. Nothing that
the hon. gentleman who has interjected
could suggest——

Hon. W. H. James: I am only asking
the question.

Mr. CONNOR: Tet the hon. gentle-
man who has interjected make the most
vile suggestion that he can. I maintain
that nothing in this matter, so far as I
¥now, besmirches me, I will prove that,
or else T will fall by it. But articles like
this cannot be published in the State
unless by inspiration drawn from a
Government source. The information
cannot come from any other source. L
say it is too bad of ‘any Governwment to
allow an article such as this to emanate
from them; and T say this article must
have emanated from them : it must have .
emanated from the Cabinet. No such
article should appear in reference to any
member of the House.
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Me. GEORGE: Who is the juckal for
them ?

Me. CONNOR: I believe there is o
jackal. T believe there is an hon. gentle-
man—Imustcall him an hon. gentleman—
connected, not with this House but with
another place, who has aceess to those
papers and who does not hesitate to use
his position to give information to the
gulter Press, in which I believe him to
be personally and directly interested.

Tre MiNisTER roR Mivgs: Do not
try to blacken any man's character. You
were bad enough last night.

Mr. CONNOR: I am not afraid to
stand here and defy any member of the
present (fovernment, or any member of
either House of Parlinment, to say any-
thing that will make me ashamed or
afraid. [Ministerial laughter.] T think
there are not gnany members—I will not
say on this side, but on the side from
which the interjections mainly come-- who
can say as much. There are not many,
I repeat, who can say as much. T defy
the Minister for Mines to bring up any-
thing in my career

THE MinisTER FOoR Mines: I am not
saying anything against you.

Mgr. CONNOR: The hon. member
implied something against me. I defy
anyone on the Government side, from the
Premier down to the lowest member of
his party, to bring up anything in my
career that will make me ashamed or
afraid. If any man can bring up any-
thing of the kind, I will admit T am
wrong. If [ am wrong, I will admit it;
but I may say that I have never yet,
in all my Life, had to admit myself in the
wrong in a large matter, or in a small
matter either. [Ministerial luughter.)

TaE SrEagER: Will the hon. member
confine himself to the matter before the
House ?

Mr. CONNOR: Certain hon. mem-
bers must have very bad consciences;
because, as soon as I begin to speak, they
try to stop me. 1ask that a select com-
mittee be appointed to inquire into the
matter contained in the papers asked for
by the member for Kanowna.

Memeer: You want to find out how
the information got there.

Mu. CONNOR: When the hon. mem-
ber has finished I will proceed ; but if he
wishes to go on, I am prepared to go on
too. T insist that this select committee
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should be appoiuted, and I want this
thing proved. I do not want motions to
come from members on that (Govern-
ment) side of the House, on impertinent,
questions such as this — insinuations
against the name and good character of
people who have been here longer possibly
than the people who ask the questions.

MemBer: Read it (the article). Do
not be frightened.

Mg. CONNOR: I move that a select
committee be uppointed to inquire into
this question.

Question put and passed. .

Mz, RESIDE: Can the mover of the
motion be a member of this select com-
mittee P

Me. Cownor: He does not want to be.

Tue Speager: He is obliged to be.

M=z. HasTiE: The method of appointing
select committees up to the present is
rather unsatisfactory. Many members
have been appointed oun select committees,
and it 15 desirable to ask members, before
electing them, whether they are willing
to act.

Mgz, Conwor: How many members are
to be balloted for? I am interested in
the matter.

Tae SpEaEER: Four members.

Me. Connoxr: I cannot sit.

Tag Speakek: The zame difficulty
avose the other day.

Tug Corowial Treasurek: Can five
be balloted for, in view of the hon.
member’s statement that he is interested ?

Tae Sreages: I think we must ignore
the Standing Orders on this oceasion, as
the hon. member says heis personally
interested in this matter, and ballot for
five members.

Ballot taken and commwittee appointed,
comprising Mr. Daglish, Mr. Higham,
Dr. Hicks, Mr. Hutechinson, and Mr.
Hassell; with power to call for persons
and papers, and to sit during any ad-
journment of the House; the committee
to report this day three weeks.

MOTION — GOVERNMENT ADVERTISE-
MENTS IN SUNDAY PAPERS, TO
PROHIBIT.

Me. F. MONGER (York) moved:

That, in the opinion of this House, it is
desirable that the Governmenst should at once
refrain from advertising in the newspapers
known as the Kalgoorlie Sun and Perth Sunday
Times.



Advertizing :

I have pleasure in submitting this motion;
but I do regret that I am on this occasion
giving an unnecessarily cheap advertise-
ment, to papers which I awm desirons of
doing an injury to instead of assisting.
During the past forty-eight hours, this
House has been filled with volumes from
the Kalgoorlie Sun and the Perth Sunday
Times; and L regret that it falls to my
lot this evening to have unce more to
bring under the notice of bon. members
the subject of this motion. Tt is worded
in a very mild form, in a form which I
believe every member will say is desirable
in the best interests of the community ;
and that is that the Government should
no longer advertise in these two news-
papers. Personally, I am almost un-
acquainted with any individual connected
with either of those papers. There is one
person connected with them who is known
to me in & way; and when we meet we
simply glare at one another. No conver-
sation or opportunity for conversation has
ever oceurred ; and I will hail with plea-
sure the time when the opportunity may
come. However, it has been the fate
of those two papers to attack me in an
unfair way, and on one occasion they
went so far as to threaten me and say I
was afraid. I want them to point out
any mistakes I may malke, and of course
we all are liable to make mistakes; but I
koow no man, or I should say no creature,
connected with those papers that I am
afraid of. I have been surprised that the
Government should have given occasion
for a motion like this, I trust that the
present CGovernment, who bave so far
attempted to modify any little mistakes
which have been made in the past in the
direction to which I am referring, will
take this motion in the way Iintend, and
give it their support. Ihave no desire fo
refer ta the very pertinent articles which
have appeared in other portions of the
Press during the past few weeks, in con-
nection with the papers to which I am
referring. I have no desire to refer, as
my privilege as a member of this honour-
able House would permit me to do, in
such u manner as would seem to be
against any individual connected "with
either of those papers. I am only
desirous of doing what I consider 1
in the best interests of this State and
in the best interests of hon. mem-
bers, in asking the Government and hon.
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members to support the motion which I
beg to submit,

De. HICKS (Roebourne) : I second the
motion.

[ Pause ensued.
put the question,

Mg. J. M. HOPKINS (Boulder): I
regret that 1 cannot see my way clear to
support the motion. We have been asked
to pass a motion saying the G..vernment
should not advertise in certain journals.
For what reasons ? Are they the reasons
given by the member for- York (Mr.
Monger) ? Ts it because thase papers,
aceording to his own words, have thought
fit to attack him and criticise him in his
public actions ? "We find the motion is
seconded by the member for Roebourne;
and probably it is done from the same
motive. How far are we going in this
matter ¥  Are we to say we will send no
more (overnment work to the Black
Swan Foundry, because one hon. member
lnst, evening thought fit te say things in
this House which those papers would
not publish? If we are fo pass this
motion, to what extremity shall we
go in this direction? I for one will not
support a motion directed against two
journals, no matter what journals they
may be, unless we bave better reasons
put before us than the mover has yet
stated. TIf any person likes to look
through those two newspapers, he will
see that the leading firns of Perth, who
are just as good as any member of this
House, have their advertisements in those
journals. TIf the hon. member had made
out a definite case in favour of the motion,
it would be quite a different thing. But
be has given one reason only why this
motion is before us, and his veason 1s
that those papers have attacked him.
To-morrow we may have another member
coming forward with a motion because
the West Ausiralian has attacked him;
and 80 on ad infinitum.

Mzr. Moxger: Or the Boulder Star.

Mer. HOPKINS: Yes: or the Boulder
Star. Those papers have good reasons
sometimes for attacking persons; and
seeing the things that have been done in
this country, I thiok it advisable toallow
the journals to expose that which is not
in the best interests of the country. If
the hon. member had given good solid
reasons for this motion, I was prepared
to listen to him. I did expect to have

1'he SPEAKER T08e tO
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heard some discussion ; but I will not sit

still while a motion of this kind is treated

in silence, to be passed without debate.
I intend to divide the House on it, rather
than see it carried.

Mr. F. WALLACE (Mount Magnet):
1 iutend to follow in the steps of the
member for Boulder (Mr. Hopkins) and
oppose the motion, for one reason which
hag been furnished by the member
for York (Mr. Monger). It appears to
me, and T think it 18 well known to all
members, that the hon. member, in being
attacked by those papers, has received
from them a beautiful advertisement.
Now let hon. members observe the way
in which he shows his gratitude! I had
expected that there would be some farther
debate on this question. I do not under-
stand why the member for East Kim-
berley (Mr. Connor) and the member
for the Murray (Mr. George) have not
defended the gutter Press, which they
were championing last evening. It does
seem to0 me that the House is full of
inconsistencies. T would like to support
the member for York if he would add to
his motion, after the words Sunday Times,
“and all other papers which write
unpleasant things about members of Par-
liament.” (Laughter.) I believe I am
alone in this House in one respect—I am
not the subject of advertisements. If
anything is said about me, it is not to my
good: it is always something unpleasant.
I glory in that sort of thing, and I only
hope these papers will some day make
me 8s notorious as they have made the
members for the Murray, York, and East
Kimberley. T trust the Government will
divide the House oo the question—[Mg.
Hopkins: If they do not, I will]—and
not allow any hon. member to dictate to
them what papers they shall advertise in.
T intend to oppose the motion.

Mr. W. J. GEORGE (Murray): Per-
haps the terms of the motion are rather
more drastic than hon. members care
about. If the member for York had
chosen, he might have given good ressons
why at any rate one of the papers referved
to by bim should be considered by the
Government unworthy of support. T do
not believe there is a member on the
Treagury benches, with the possible excep-
tion of the Mivpister for Works, bui
has been held up to ridicule in that

paper.
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Mgr. Tavror: What about the Spec-
tator ¢

Mr. GEOKGE: I wish the hon,
member would allow me to apeak guietly.

Tar Mivister For WoRES : Please
do not except me.

Mz. GEORGE: I think there is hardly
a member of the Government, with the
exception of the Minister for Works, who
has not been attacked by the Sunday
Times and so held up to opprobrinm
throughout the State. However our
opinions may vary about the Ministry as
a whole, or the individuals composing it,
we are not at variance on this point, that
the Government of the day shall be
treated with decent respect by the news-
papers which write about them : at any
rate it can scarcely he considered right
that the funds the Government control
should be disbursed in" the support. of a
class of newspapers such as those referred
to in the motion. I am quite aware, as
the Minister for Mines has indicated by
interjection, that the present Govern-
ment are simply continuing the system
they found in vogue when they entered
office. If that be so—and I have no
reason to doubt it—then the present
Ministry, if they disapprove of the
system, eannot grumble at being asked
to discontinne it. But whether the
motion be carried or not, in my opinion
the subject is not one for discussion by
Parliament.

Mz. G. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret): I
rise to oppose the motion, which I do not
think has been moved in the interests of
the State finances. If the advertisements
in the papers referred to yield a sufficient
return for the amounts paid, it is the duty
of the Government to continue to advertise
in those papers. My owa experience
of the Sunday Times, so far as Sunday
reading is concerned, is that it is the
most widely circulated paper in the State;
and T rather admire the wisdom of the
Government in advertising in so widely
read a paper. If the State funds were
always spent us judiciously as on advertise-
| ments in the Sunday Times there would nét
be s0 much to quarrel about in the House.
I object, however, to Parliamert being

used by any member to gratify his spleen
l against any person or any newspaper,
The dignity of the House is brought to a
very low level by such tactics, and I will
, Dot sit here without entering my protest
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against them.
of the House very long; but T know that
boyeotting attempts of this kind have
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T have not been a member ' to have newspapers which confer on the

. country the benefit of bringing dark

. matters to light.

been repeatedly made during the last 10

years. I consider it a disgrace to the
House that such endeavours should be
made; and it is about time hon, members

. these papers.

- for u scavenyger.

rose to the oeccasion and put a stop to -

them for good. I maintain that certain
members last night and to-night have
done mere to besmirch the characters of
individnals than the gutter Press, as they
chose to call it, ceuld do in w lifetime, I
maintain that a much bigger advertise-
ment was given last night in this House
to low, scurrilons attacks on people, than
those journals are capable of giving. For
these reasons I say that the very men who,
as they put it, wish to * kill the gutter
Press,” are doing the utmost possible to
increase the circulation of that Press.
There is & rumour circulating in Perth
that some hon. members bring up these
papers in the House only for the purpose
of advertising them. I am not going to
say .that is so; but it is stated; and
when I sit here and listen quietly to the
speeches delivered, I am inclined to think
it possible that there is some truth in the
rumour. I should be sorry to believe that
any hon. member would stoop to such
conduct. However, I venture to say
that very few people will be able to get a
copy of the next issue of the Sunday
Times, unless they get up about six
o'clock in the morning to buy it, or unless
the proprietary of the paper print three
or four times the usuwal number of their
issue. What is the cause of that? The
advertisements which hon. members have
given to the journal during the last week
or two, and especially during the last two
nights. It has been asserted that the
Sunday Times is exceptionally scurrilous
and untrathfal ; but that assertion is not
borue out by what the Premier said to-
night in his reply to the member for East
Kimberley (Mr. Connor). That member
stated a scurrilous, lying, libellous attack
had been mude on him by the Sunday
Times. The Premier, however, tells us
that the matter published is merely a
reproduction of what is to be found in
the files of his department, or some other
department. I suy that if the files con-
tained that matter, the paper did a public
service by publishing i, and was justified
in publishing it. We ought to be glad

I can understand that
certain hon. members should be afraid of
For my part, I have
always believed in the absolute necessity
If 1 find a paper pub-
lishing three columns concerning an hon.
member of this House, and I read those
three columns and find that their contents
gravely reflect on him, then I hope that
the statements are untrue. But when [
¢ome to the House and discover from the
hon, member himsel, and from the
Premier, that the published statements
are true, then I say the paper has done a
gervice, Where is the libel? What is
wrong in a unewspaper publishing the
ahsolute truth ¥ Are we to try and stop
the Press from publishing the truth? I
say, no. Moreover, I object to the House
being used to force the Government to
advertise or not adverkise in particular
journals. If [ were selfish in the matter
and thought of my individual advantage
with reference to these publications, there
would be no man in this House more
disposed than myself to gag the Press.
There is no member who has been written
down more than myself; but atill I
shall pever altempt to gag the Press.
I believe that the Press should be free.
When the Press has anything startling
to communicate to the general public in
connection with the Government, or in
connection with a public man, then the
Press has a right to make its communica-
tion in a—well, an elevated style. The
style must be a little stilted in order to
induce people to read such articles; and
it is necessary that the people should
read them. I iwaintain that one of the
newspapers spectally aimed at by the
motion deserves credit for bringing to
light deeds of dishonour. There are
many things which the public should
know, but would not have known, if it
were not for the Kalgoorlie Sun, many
things which would not have seen the
light of day if it were not for that paper.
Therefore I will not sit here and allow the
motion to be passed without protest.
Auny wan who wants to gag the Press
must have something bebind him —some-
thing which he is afraid may come to
light. Itis disgraceful to endeavour to
gratify petty personal spite by black-
balling a section of the Press, by telling
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the (Government, “ Yon must not adver-
tise in this paper,” or, “You must
advertise in that.” Themotion is ridicu-
lous ; and I trust it will not be carried.

Mz. J. GARDINER (Albany): Prob-
ably no member of the House has more
right to feel strongly on this question
than I have. I intend to oppose the
motion ; not because I think it 18 a wise
thing for the Government to advertise in
papers of the class referred to, butsimply
because, as I said on the second reading
of the Newspaper Libel and Registration
Amendment Bill, this House is not to be
made use of for the vindictive private
purposes of members. [SEVERAL MeM-
BERS: Hear, hear.] I say that un.
hesitatingly.

Mz. MoneER: What protection has a
member against such papers ?

Mz. Tavror: Keeping straight !

Me. GARDINER: I possibly have
some cause of complaint ; because certain
members of this House have beeo indus-
triously circulating a rumour that T am
connected with the Sunday Times, T
wish that rumour to be arrested once for
all. Iam notnow speaking to those hon.
members whose goodwill I do not value,
but to those members whose goodwill I
do value, who have kmown me ever since I
have been in this State. I am not going
to protest about my honour: a man who
protests about his honour cheapens it.
I will leave my honour in the hands of
the men who have koown me ever since
I have been here. Before I entered the
House I was asked to negotiate with the
old shareholders of the Sunday Times
Newspaper Company for the sale of their
paper to another company. My business
being that of an auctioneer and commis-
sion agent, I negotiated. Before the
transaction was completed, what hap-
pened? I was elected to this House.
For my commission on the sale of the paper
I received 200 shares in the new Sunday
Times Newspaper Company.
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‘What was .

wmy first action after being elected ? I -

wrote to the proprietors of the Sunday
Times saying, * You can have those 200
shares of mine at practically your own
price. I have been elected to Parliament

and, there are in the House political -
enemies of mine who would be the first :
to accuse me, if I remained a shareholder

in your company, of being connected with
your journal and responsible for its

Sunday Papers.

policy. I cannot allow that. Conse-
quently you may have these shares at
vour own price and on your own terms.”
I ask those members who have such a
keen sense of honour, whether I did not
behave well and do an honourable thing ?
Now let them come at me with their
accusations! The men in this State who
know me, know thut my word is my hond
under all circumstances. Farther, I have
been accused of contributing a column
written in the Sundey Times as by an
“M.L.A." I say unhesitatingly, never
have I written one word for the Sunday
Times since the death of Mr, Vosper. At
his request I wrote one leading acticle on
a subject of great interest, but nothing
that would vilify any man, Since then
never, directly or indirectly, have I con-
tributed one word to the Sunday Times,
nor have T intentionally ygiven any infor-
mation to that paper. Iknow now who
has done it. Unfortunately I told three
or four funny stories concerning members
to & number of geatlemen; avd one of
those gentleman wrote the whole of
those four stories for publication in the
next issue of the Sunday Times. I am
not speaking with heat to-night. T am
speaking as a wan who is telling the
truth : that is all. [SeveErarL MEMBERS:
Hear, hear.] When we come to the
question of advertising, I say there
is a vast possibility of control of the
Press by the Government in the dis-
tribution of Government advertisements.
The whole system of advertising, from
beginning to end, wants revising. I say
unhesitutingly in this House, as a wman
who knows what heis talking about when
he speaks, that the time has come when
the papers should not be subsidised by
(Goveroment advertisements; and only
those papers that have a circulation
which justifies it have a right to be used
by the Grovernment, the same as any
private business firm wuses an advertising
medivm. The object of an advertisement
is to get the information to the greatest
number, and it is not to subsidise those
papers which support the Government
when in power, and oppuse persons when
not in power. When we consider the
malter of advertising, we have to see to
two things. First of all, the Government
should use the best medium to get to the
people; and the next is they have a right
10 expect from papers the same consider-
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ation and the same space, at the same
value, as other people. Iam not opposing
this motion because I do not agree in
some respects with it; but I am opposing
it because I say the Government have no
right to be dictated to, when they have
information to give to the public, as to
what means they shall use for conveying
that information. It is all very well to
say that certaiu reputable firms should
not advertise in certain papers. I know
that frequently I have had my clients in
advertising say, ‘ You must advertise in
this paper and that paper,” and I have no
voice in it whatever: they are the judges
of what means can be utilised to get that
information to the public; and therefore I
say that the Government, looking at it as
a purely business concern, have a right to
use the best means to get the information
to the public. And if a journal which
has received a great amount of advertising
in this House—unnecessarily so to my
mind—has attacked several members,
those members have their remedy; and I
am sure the Crimsinal Code we passed the
other night is quite strong enough to give
any member opportunity to bring retri-
bution for any libel.

Mr. Conwor: Tt is not the law at the
present time.

Mr. GARDINER :
second reading,

. Mgk. Hoerina: The Criminal Code is
aw.

Mr. GARDINER: T say it gives
ample means for the prosecution of any
man who criminally libels another; and
in addition to that I think it says there
ghall be an extra penalty for one who
dares to defume a inember of Parlisment.
I say unhesitatingly that if the Press had
libelled me as it has libelled some
members of the House, I would have felt
ray honour at stuke, and if it had cost me
the last penny I had in the world, I would
have tried to clear it, feeling that I owed
a duty to my children to leave my name
clean and white, irrespective of who
attacked it. Therefore, I shall oppose
the motion, because I am sure there is an
underlying current here to wipe out a
paper, not because it is mot a good
advertising medium, but because it has
dared to attack some members of this
House.

Mg. J. I. NANSON (Mnrchison):
There is a saying with which probably
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| most members of this House arve familiar,
. that “ Fools rash in where angels fear to
i tread.” 1If I may modify that quotation
in a mahner so as to make it inoffensive,
" 1 would like to say that the member for
Boulder (Mr. Hopkins} rushed in this
evening where angels of the Treasury
benches refused to tread. 1 always
intended to speak on this subject, but I
waz in hope that the Premier would
have spoken first. When I delivered the
remarks I did in this House on the
gecond reading of the Libel Act Amend-
ment Bill, and asked the Premier for an
explanation ag to why the Government
advertised in papers known as the Sunday
Press, I was under the impression that
the hon. gentleman, possibly in the
innocence of his heart, thought, when the
words ‘ Sunday Press” were used, be
was not advertising in a seenlar news-
paper, but suppurting religion and the
religious Press of the State. I gave the
hon. gentleman eredit for the very best
' of intentiony. I knew that, being the soul
! of bonvur himself, be would fear to have
| any commerce with the unclean things of
| this world; und T thought the hon. geutle-
; man might be unaware of what appeared
i in papers of that sort. But this afternoon
|
|
\
\
|

it was 1y fate to receive a cruel shock, a
dreadful awakening. The hon. gentleman,
+ when the motion of the member for East
Kimberley (Mr. Connor) was being dis-
cussed, teld us he was in the habit of
reading one of those newspapers. That
grieved me excessively, for I thought that
if the hon. gentleman had sinned by
encouraging this class of newspaper he
had at least sinned in ignorance; but we
find that he is a. constant student of those
newspapers. And ot only is he a student
of them, but he reads them with a consid-
erable amount of enjoyment. T should
like to koow, as the hon. gentleman is a
student of this disgraceful class of
journalism, whether on a certain occasion,
before an event of great festivity in this
State, he read a paragraph in the Sunday
Times which made a charge of the hasest
and most grave description against a
personage of the very highest stamp in
this Empire. I want to know if the
Premier read in that newspaper a para-
graph accusing a person of the highest
possible position of spending his time in
Melbourne in the evenings in a disgraceful
and immoral manner ? becanse when that
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paragraph appeared, almost *“cheek by
jowl™ alongside of it there was a Govern-
ment advertisement announcing a sale,
or a tender, or something else. And I

fancied to myself, what would be the
opinion of some distinguished personages

[ASSEMBLY.]

who visited these shores if some individual -

had sent to them two cuttings from that
paper—if in one column they had placed
this scurrilous, this disgraceful, this
villzinous paragraph, and in the other
colnmn they had placed this Government
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centrated dirt within a very small space
—that I am quoting a single instance,
which may, in spite of the Premier's
diligent study of that paper, have escaped
his notice. But if he is a rcader of that
paper—and he has told us he is-—it can
bardly have escaped his notice thatalong

i article was published in that paper, an

article exceeding over a column 1o length,
republished from The Irish People; an

. article which not only caused the strongest

advertisement with the signature, pos- °

sibly, of ¢ George Leake, Premier of the
Colony,” or of some other member of the
Government, at its fool ¥ What would be
thonght of the public life of this country,
what would be thought of the men
directing the affairs of State in Western

condemnation in the British House of
Parliameut, but caused the strongest con-
demnation in one House of Parliament
in this Commonwealth—a condemnation

. 8o strong that it drove an hon. member,

Australia, if it could be said in other

parts of the world that these attacks were

allowed on persons of the highest posi-

tions, on persons whose positions rendered
them uvtterly incapable of replying to

them, and that the Government of the

State, who were entertaining these people
and paying them every possible avility,
and who would be glad to obtain a smile
from them and to bask in their presence,
were at the same time countenancing this
gutter, this villainous—I was going to
use a word which I will vefraio from
uttering. Although I do not welcome a
motion of this description in one sense, I
do welcome it in amother. I welcome it
inasmuch as it gives to the Premier of
this country an opportunity which he did
not seem willing to embrace in the earlier
stages of this debate; 1t gives him an
opportunity of explaining what he has
not explained before—although T chal-

lenged him some weeks ago—why it is .

that the Government of this State give
their support to papers of this descrip-
tion.
Tae PreMier: You frighten me!
Mz NANSON: Tam glad I frighten
the hon. member. (Laughter.) Con-

who only in & partial degree was respoa-
gible for the publication of that article,
out of public Jife. That article was
published also in the Sunday Times
of this State; and unless the Premier
is a recent student of that paper, unless
he has only been in the habit of reading
it since a certain visit of Imperial import-
ance (the article of which I speak was
published on the eve of that visit), then
it scarcely can have escaped the attention
of the hon. gentleman. If the Premier
will-—and 1 presume that be will—give
to this House an explanation ag to hig
intentions with regard to this newspaper,
T trust it will bs an explanation of a
satisfactory kiud, because from some
remarks he let fall earlier in the evening
—perbaps T am placing a harsh econstruc-
tion on his words—it seemed to me that
he practically fuvoured, if e did not actu-
ally allow, the giving of a sort of roving
commigsion to the vepresentatives of this
class of paper to search the files of the
Government departments.

Ter Premier: Nothing of the kind.

Mz. NANSON: The bon. gentieman’s

words created that impression.

Tee PremrEr: Nothing of the kind:

" disordered intellect.

scicnee, it 1 said, makes cowards of us -

all.  {General laughter.)

MiwisTERIAL MEMBEE:
youraelf.

Mr. NANSON: I am voicing the
experience of the Premier, apparently.
It may be said when I refer to this par-
ticularly disgraceful paragraph--a para-
graph not of very great length, but con-
taining a considerable amount of con-

Speak for

Mr. NANSON : Possibly disordered
intellect. I am glad the hon. gentleman
gives to my impression w disavowal,
because there can be no question that if
you come to the article of which the hon.
member for East Kimberley (Mr. F.
Conpor) cemplains, and you also com-
pare the statement which the hon. member
made with the gravamen of the charges
in that article, you find the Premier was

. 80 conversant with the facts of the case

that if one were uncharitably disposed,
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and if one did not believe the hon, gentle-
man to be the soul of honour, one might
imagine there was some sort of con-
nection.

Tre Premier: T have read the facts;
I have read the file. They have been
before me, and it was my duty to read

them.
Mr. NANSON: I see. The hon.
gentleman has read the files. I express

my views clumsily, no doubt.

Tee PrEMier: Undoubtedly.

Me. NANSON: The point T wish to
bring out is that not only has the Premier
read those files, but apparently the indi-
vidual who contribufedp that article to the
Sunday Times had also read those files.
What one would like to know, and what
the member for East Kimberley endea-
voured to extract, but apparently without
success, is how it huppens that contribu-
tors to that form of journalism are able
to get uccess to those files, or to get
information so closely answering to the
information in those files, that it 1s almost
impossible to our credence to imagine
that journals of this type are not given
privileges and means of access to official
information denied to journals which, at
least, have a more liberal stock of scruples.

MzeuBER: And more than the House
itself.

Me. NANSON : Possibly more than the
House itself, as a member remarks.

MivisTErIAL MEMBER : Donot insin-
aate,

Mr. NANSON: I am iosinuating
nothing. It seems to me that in this
House, if one makes an innocent remark,
some hon. members are fer too quick
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like the Sunday Times and the Kalgoor-
lie Sun.

Mz, Hopeixns: Orthe West Australian.

Me. NANSON : The West Australian
has a journalism of its own character,
and we do not wish to poach on the pre.
serves of the Premier. He was going to
clear out all those pigeon-holes, avd
why does he not do it? Why does he
leave it to someone not of the most reput.-
able character, connected with jourmals
that are not the most reputable?
There is only one remark which it is
necessary for me to make. The mem-
ber for Mt. Margaret (Mr. Taylor) men-
tioned that, in the interests of public
worals, it was necessary to have a class
of paper to act as a public scavenger.
‘When you come to think of it, there is a
good deal of common sense in that sug-
gestion, as there usually is in the obser-
vations of the hon. member. There is
nothing in regard to the political attacks
of the Sunday Times to which I
would take very strong exception, even
when the member for KEast Kim-
berley (Mr. Coanor) is attacked in
terms which 1 eanvot approve of in any
way. Ihbave to consider also that it may
be my fate next week, or the fate of any
other izember of this House, to be attacked
by these papers; but none the less we
should allow a great amount of latitude to
newapapers when they merely attack public
men. We in this House are put in a

. position where we are largely a target for

and far too sensitive in applying it in a2 |

way that was not intended.

Mg. Hopring: We should make due
allowance.

Mr. NANSON : But when we remem-
ber that this Government came into
office, and I was one who supported the
Government for this reason

Tue Premier: Oh, you supported
them !

Mzr. NANSON: Remembering that
they came into office to examine the files
of the departments, and expose all those
dark places and show all the abuses that
bave arisen, it 18 somewhat of a pity,
though I do not say they do it, but

it does appear that, especially to some .

extent, they delegate that duty to papers

)

attacks of this description; and when we
congider that the men who come into this
Houge are men whese characters are or
should be well-known to the public, and
when these attacks are made by anonymous
individuals, and when the persons who
conduct these journals are known unot to
be of the higher class of journalists, we
may ¢redit the public with discernment
and common sense to distingnish between
those who make these attacks and those
who are attacked. The public will be
likely to say, *Well, Junes, a member
of th: West Australian Parliament, is
atbicked by those papers;” and they will
ask themselves what is the character of
the people who run those papers; and the
public having a fair amount of common
sense, and knowing the class of newspaper,
aund knowing the class of men attacked,
will form an estimate of the men who
attack them, and will judge as between
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them and the anonymous persons who
make those attacks. But what I do object
to is, not that they attack public men in
terms even of extravagance, but that they
attack the highest personages in the
Ewmpire, that they attack persons who are
absolutely prevented from makinga reply
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of any description; and not content with

attacking those high personages whose
position may give them some sort of
indirect protection, thev actually go into
the hvme and attack defenceless women,
and by their dirty insinvations and their
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that I agree with the policy of that
aper, I read the newspaper which the
on. member subedits.

Mz. Nanson: 1 do not subedit it.

Tag PREMIER: The paper which the
hon. member edits.

Me. Nawsow: I do not edit it.

Tue PREMIER : The paper which the
hon. member is connected with; and I
say I do not thereby agree with its policy.
The hon. member has thonght fit to

. attack me with regard to the policy of the

contemptible inuendoes they vilify the

sanctity of our homes and the sanctity of
the domestic hearth. I say thatalthough

scavenger in reserve, yet I deny that we
want 8 scavenger to purge our homes and
to drag those whom we love and endeavour

Sunday Times and the Kalgoorlie Sun—
I do not know why. He instanced many
things those papers have done which he

. does not approve of, and which I do not
we may require a public scavenger to
parge the politica of this country, and '
although it may be necessary to keep a -

to screen from the public gaze, into the
contempt and familiarity of the gutier, '

and of every busybody and every scandal-
monger who likes to come along.

Taz PREMIER (Hon. G. Leake): I
seem to be having a fairly lively time of

it, this week. The hon. member who has .
just spoken said, in opening his remarks, :

that “ fools rush in where angels fear to
tread.” Well, he has had his rush; and
now —— [Laughter.]

MenBER : The -boot i1s on the wrong -

foot.

Tee PREMIER: The hon. member
has made an attack on me with regard
to this motion. He has told me that I
was not going to speak, and so forth.
As a matter of fact, I was about to rise
when the hon. member anticipated me;
and in conformity with nice feeling and
so forth, I allowed the hon. member to

approve of. There was the attack on the
Duke, to which he referred, and I suppose
the hon, member would blame me for not
having criminally prosecuted the editor
of that paper.

M=. Nanvsow: No.

Tre PREMIER: I would not give
those papers such an advertisement; and
L may tell the hon. member that | had
the approval of his respected editor, in
that course. I was urged positively to
prosecute those newspapers; but 1 said
“No; I will not advertise them, because
the scurrility is so great that it canaot ¢o
any harm, except to those who publish
and those who write the articles.”

Memuer: Those who read them.

Tee PREMIER : I do not know, if it
comes to journalism, that the hon. member
{Mr. Nanson) need be so very proud of
what appears in bis own columns. Take
the advertisement columans in his own
newspaper, and what do you find there—
everything clean? No. What about

. your hetting, your consultations, and

go first; and I am glad I did, because I

have heard something that is altogether

refreshing, and has enlivened the debate.

So far as the hon. member’s indignant
protest against the policy of those
journals is concerned, I heartily and
honestly agree with every word he has
eaid. T deprecate those wicked attacks
which are made on private individuals in
those particular papers; and it must not
be thought that because I told the House,
earlier this evening, that I sometimes
read those papers, I therchy agree with
the policy which they propound. Becanse
T read a newspaper, it does not follow

your chemical advertisements? Do not
talk to me with all this humbugging and
superiority. I do not feel disposed to
stand it, either to-night or ai any other
time.

Mz, Hopring: A few “angels” about
those chemicals, sometimes.

Trs PREMIER: Again [ am wrongly
accused by the hon. membor, as T have
been by other members, about having
given certain privileges to persons repre-
genling those newspapers. I havealready
denied that, and I suppose I shall have
to do it aguin. Neither of those news-
papers has had any privileges from me,
with regard to the particulars which were
referred to this evening, or any other. I
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merely told the House that I reserve to
wyself the right 10 give what I like to the
Press—to the West Australian, the Morn-
ing Herald, the Sunday Times, or any
other newspaper; and I am not going to
be dictated to by this House, or the hon.
member, or the newspapers themselves.
I have no doubt the hon. menaber, when he
goes away, will sit down and with venom
in his pen make an attack upon me. He
is at liberty to do it. I ask the hon.
member to move over to the other side of
the House, and not to act the part of a
political traitor, and from this side of the
House practically stab mein the back., 1
won't have it. I am ,not here to be
supported in my position, either by the
terrors of the Press or by the threats of
my reputed supporters. I won't have
them. The hon. member can go to the
other side of the Hounse! That is his
proper place to attack me from.

M. JacosyY : He can sit where he likes.

Tue PREMIER : I do not ask the
hon., mwember to sit on my side of the
House, and make either personal or
political uttacks on nie day after day.

M;a. NawgoN : When have I attacked
vour
" Tue PREMIER: The houn. member
has done it to-day. Since he has sat asa
member during this session, he has uot
made a speech in support of this Govern-
ment.

M=z, Nawson: I attack the hon. mem-
ber from the floor of the House ; not from
behind. The hon. member might take a
lesson from me in that.

Mz. Jacosy: Hear, hear.
pendent benches !

MEMBER: Vou attacked him.

Tre PREMIER : I am not making any
attack on the hon. member, that I am
aware of.,

SevErar Memzers: Oh! oh!

Mr. Nansow : I did not attack the hon.
member from behind.

Tee PREMIER : Not behind my back
—I never said you had. I do not know
what vou do behind my back.

MemBER : You have given him a great
insult!

Tee PREMIER: No; 1 have the
greatest respect for the hon. member. I
think he is a little bit peculiar, some-
times ; but I am not going to be bluffed
or bounced by any hon. member, either
in the House or in the Press. I hope the

The Inde-
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hou. member will not think I am saying
anything more than one public man is
entitled to say to another. I do not
expect to convert the hon, member, sud-
denly, to my way of thinking. He is
entitled to say what he likes, just as I
am., When I am attacked, I always
think I am justified in defending myself.
Now as for these libels and so forth,
with regard to which I understand the
hon. member to infer that I ought to take
up the cudgels and prosecute —

Mz. Nawson: May I explain that I
did not infer that the Premier should
prosecute the papers. I did not say he
should advertise the papers. I said he
should not advertise in them. That is
the distinction.

OrposiTion MEMBERS: Hear, hear.

Tee PREMIER: I am glad to learn
the hon. member did not mean that.
From the note I took, I thought he was
attacking me on that score. The hen.
member, however, says he did not attack
me; and I am glad of it. With regard
to the subject matter of the motion, I
oppose it; because I think it wrong
for Parliaraent to interfere in a question
of pure administration such as this.
[Mintsreriar. Mewsers: Hear, hear.)
Ministers have a perfect right to adver-
tise .just as they think proper, and where
they think proper. But I have come to
a certain determination on this question,
and I intend to follow out that determi-
nation, whatever may bhappen. That is
the position. I am not going to be die-
tated to by the House in a matter of this
kind. It is not a question of want of
confidence. If members do not like what I
gay, let them move a vote of no-confidence.
[MeMBER: Not on this question.] Itis
not a question of no-confidence; and
when the House divides, Ministers may
possibly be found voting on opposite
sides. I do not know. I have made up
my mind a8 to what I am going to do,
and I shall do it. T say emphatically it
is not: right for the House to interfere in
a matter of this kind. T am not going to
advertise in any newspaper in order to
buy its support; and if I withdraw
advertisements from a newspaper, I do
not fear its opposition. [Severar MEw-
BERB: Hear, hear.] I have had enough of
newspaper criticism in my time to know
thai there is uo risk of its causing me
any sleeplessness. I have not had such a
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great deal of support from any of these
journals—from the Perth journals, at
any rate—during the last few weeks ; and
T do not suppose we shall be any better or
any worse friends after the result of this
debate is kuown. I do not care about
being attacked and being told that I am
doing what are practically dishonourable
actions, by hon. members who sit on this
side of the House.

Mge. Nawson: I never infecred any-
thing of the kind.

Tag PREMIER: I wish to make it
clear that we have to come to a decision
on this question. If the hon. member
forces his motion to a division, I am
going to vote agaiust it; but that will not
alter the decision which I and my col-
leagues have come to.

Oprosirion MemBeER: I thought you
said Ministers might be voting on oppo-
site sides.

Tae PREMIER: Questions of adminis-
tration remain with me—[Severar. MEem-
pERs: Hear, hear]--whilst I am head of
the Ministry. I do not intend to brook
dictation at the hands of anybody,
numerous as you are on the other side
of the House.

MirnisTErRIAL MEMBERS: Hear, hear.

Me. R. HASTIE (Kanowna): Whether
it be true or not that the Sunday news-
papers have a demoralising tendency on
those who read them, they seem to have
a very demoralising tendency on the
House when we discuss them. We have
now devoted the greater part of two
nights to the discussion of the subject;
and I feel convinced that at the present
moment, at any rate, no one is satisfied
with the turn the debate has taken.
That is much to be regretted. The
propagition bronght before the House by
the member for York was, as he said, a
short and innocent ome. To my mind,
however, it would be wrong for us to pass
it; though at the same time the hon.
member was quite justified in bringin,
it forward. 1t is to be regretied that the
hon. members who followed the mover
did not follow his example and speak
to the subject. The subject is pot
whether newspapers are justified in
the tone which they have adopted in
referring to public men or public matters:
the guestion is, what rs Government
advertisements should be published in. As
T understand it, advertisements given to
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the newspapers by the Government are
given in proportion to their eirculation.
The Government do not, or ought not to,
advertise in newspapers for the purpose
of assisting those newspapers, but simply
and solely for the purpose of reaching the
greatest number of people. 1 adnit it is
not within the scope

M=. Nawson: What about indecency ?

Mg. HASTIE: Thequestionofindecent
publications has come in. T submit the
House is not a proper tribuna) to consider
the relative indecency of various news-
papers. The decision on that point shounld
surely rest with some competent execu-
tive authority. If we in this House are
to consider the decency or indecency of
various papers, we shall never be able to
get through any business at all. It may
safely be left to the Government to devide
in what papers they will advertise for the
future. The expressions of opinion given
here to-night will, T take it, be considered
by the Government. If the motion be
put, I with some others shall certainly
vote against it.

Tae COLONIAL TREASURER
{Hon. F. Illingworth): I regret that hou.
members should have given any advertise-
ment to this peculiar class of newspaper. I
think that the two nights' discussion on
themn has done more to promote their
interests than anything else which pos-
sibly could have been done. I preatly
regret that the member for York (Mr.
Monger) and other members should deem
it worth their while to perpetually adver-
tise this kind of journalism.

Mz. Moneer: Why do yon advertise
init?

Tue COLONIAL TREASURER: The
tendency of this discussion is simply
to create matter for these papers to
publish, and so to increase their notoriety.
I do beg members to ask themselves
calmly what they are doing. Have
we come here to legislate at the dicta-
tion or direction of the people of
the Btate? Is it part of the province of
hon. members to tell the Government
whether or not they are to put a shilling
or five-shilling advertisement in a certain
paper? Do hou. members consider that
to be part of their vocation? I say,
emphatically, I do not consider it so. If
hon. mewmbers have no greater confidence
in the Government than to suppose that
we will accept the dictation of the House
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a8 to how, when, and where we shall ' treated; and I now inform the present

advertise, it is time that we were moved
out of our seats—-[MINISTERIAL MEM-
BERB: Hear, hrar]—and that other hon.
members capable of taking an indepen-
dent stand, took our places.

Mg. MoNGER:
good time,

Tar COLONIAL TREASURER: The
sooner the better, if that be the opinion.
fMivrsTER:AL MEeMBERS: Hear, hear.]
If it be the opinion of hon. members
that the Government are not to be
trusted with the business of inserting
advertisements in the newspapers, I think
it says very little for hon. members who
have the power to put the Govermment
out, that they do not exercise that power.
[MixistERIAL MEMBERS: Hear, hear.)
I call attention to the fact that this House

That will be done in °

has now, notwithstanding the great pres- |

sure of business and the vast respon-
sibilities that rest on us, spent two whole
nights in advertising the very papers
which bave been condemned. I do hope
the bon. member for York will see his
way clear to withdraw the wotion, and so

let us get on with the proper business of |

the House.

Me. J. EWING (8.W. Mining Dis.

trict) : The speech of the Premier, on
which I certainly cannot congratulate the
hon. gentleman, practically gives us to
understand that it is the intention of the
Governmment to refrain for the future
from advertising in the publications
referred tn in this wmotion. Perhaps we
should not attempt to dictale to the
Government in a matter of this kind. I
therefore think it would be well if the
member for York were to withdraw the
motion, which I mway say is practically
carried. I wish to protest, however,
against the secandalons manner in which
the member for the Murchison (Mr. Nan-

son) was treated to-night by the Premier.

I came to this House, as has been said in
unother conoection, with an open mind.
[Interjections and langhter.] I came
here nntrammelled and unpledged; but I
say unhesitatingly that T have not been
treated in a manner in which a member
representing & large and influential con.
stituency should be treated.

Me. Tarror: The Government did
not give you the railway.

Me. EWING: I challenge the Pre-
mier to say that I have been properly

Government that they may look on
me for the future as a straight-out
opponent.

Tae Premisr: How did I not treat
you properly? Did I not let you come
into my office and make complaints,
although you had been to other Ministers
and did not disclose the fact P

Mr. EWING : Are you wmaking a
charge against me?

Tue PrEmiEr: Oh, charge!

Mgr. EWING: I am quite satisfied in
my own mind that I have not received
from the Premier the consideration I
deserve, or the consideration that I intend
to demand.

M=r. Hoprins: I rise to a point of
order. I desire to know whether the
hon. member is in order.

Ture SPEAEKEER: The hou. member is
not, at all events, addressing himself to
the question before the House.

Mz. EWING: I will endeavour to do
go. In connection with this matter,
without entering into it at any farther
length, I desire to say in explanation of
what [ stated just pow, that I feel—and
I trust that every hon. member feels—
that it is our duty to let no ill-feeling
exist outside the doors of this Chamber
on account of what may be said within
its walls. [SeveraL MemseRs: Hear,
hear.] I say unhesitatingly that such
ill-feeling does exist; and I hope it will
pass away. So far as I am concerned, it
does not exist with me. No matter what
political opinions I may hold, I shall ever
be ready to extend the right hand of
friendship to any member outside the
doors of the Chamber. [TEE PREMIER:
Hear, hear.] T hope the hon. gentleman
will do the same. [TeE PrEMIER: I
will.ll If T have done nothing else by
rising, I have done some good by getting
that promise from the Premier.

Tee PreEmiee: 1 shall be glad to
shake you by both hands after this
debate. [Laughter.)

Howv. F. H PIESSE (Williams):
I do not think tbat anything too strong
has been said to-night with regard to the
class of literature under discussion.

Tur Speager: The member for the
South-West Mining District has not
concluded his speech.

How. F. PigssE:
and rose again.

He had sat down
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Mr. EWING : T sat down because I
thought the Jeader of the Opposition rose
to a point of order. Coming back to the
subject matter of this debate, I say that
the case made out by the member for
the Murchison (Mr. Nanson)} is one
that should commend itself to the House;
and I say unhesitatingly that if it come
to a matter of voting, I shall vote for
the motion. In New South Wales it has
been the case in the past—though unfor-
tunately it is not the case at present-—
that papers of this kind were not only
refused advertisements by the Govern-
ment, but were absolutely suppressed by
the Government. I consider thut papers
of this kind should be suppressed,

MemBER: What about John Norton ?

Mr. EWING: Mr. Norton unfortu-
tunately has not yet been suppressed;
but his day will come. As public men
we are prepared to submit to all sorts of
criticism, and to bear whatever the
papers may say about us. Perhaps the
more they say about us to our disadvan-
tage, the better it will be for us.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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dve to the member for the Murchison
(Mr. Nanson) for the outspoken way in
which he has dealt with this subject. I
may say with regard to these papers that
80 far as Tam concerned I do not fear
anything they can say ubout me. The
member for Kanowna (Mr. R. Hastie),
when he met me recently in the precincts
of the House, said, “ I donot know what
is going to happen. Your name ceases
to appear in the last two issues of the
Sundoy Times and the Sun, which, I
think, is quite an uousual thing.” For
years, ever since the existence of those
papers, they have attacked me. I do not
fear their attacks; I do not take any
notice of them, because T never hesitate
to be ready to be questioned on any
puint they have touched upon in their
issues. With regard to advertisements,
when I was Commissioner of Railways I
declined to advertise in those papers. T
have always been fearless in regurd to
advertising. Where I thought it neces-

. sary to advertise, T advertised; andin a

I fear

nothing of that kind. The debate, how- '

ever, has taken a trend in the direction

of the vilification of the private characters

of men of high honour in this State by
these newspapers. Only last night we
were told—I am not prepared to say
whether it is true or not—that the honour
of a Judge of the Supreme Court was
trampled in the dirt. If that be the case,
the Government should in no wa
encourage these papers. I do trust they
will withdraw their advertisements, and I
think every right-thinking man should do
the same, no matter what the conse-
quences. 1 am prepared to suffer in the
cause of justice. [Mz. Tavror: So you
ought.] T say it is only right that every
member of the House should, so far as
he can, express his opinion and not let
these papers think we are afraid of any
filth they can print about us. I am not
afraid of it. I stand with other hon.
members, I trust, well in the opinion of
the people; and so long as we act
straightforwardly and do our duty we
need not be afraid.

Hon. F. H. PIESSE (Williams): I

. tising, after all, is not a pleasure.

measure I agree with what has been
said by the member for Albany (Mr.
(ardiner), that the medium of advertising
is one the Government should consider.
It is a question how far advertisements
are to be made use of to reach the people
for whom they are intended. Adver-
It is
not done for the pleasure of glorification,
or any other purpose except that of
disseminating information with regard to
a particular subject, the object being to
reach the people whom you intend “to
reach. Aotwithstanding the fact that
such papers as the Sunday Times and
the Sun may have a large circulation, I
considered they were not journals the
Gtovernment at that time should patronise
in any way by pnblic advertisements.

Tre Minisrer For Mines: What
did the Minister for Lands do?

Hon. F. H. PIESSE: I have nothing
to do with what the Mmister for Lands
did. I speak for myself, and I speak in
a fearless way, because I have always
decided upon my own responsibility to
take the action I pleased with regard to
advertising in these newspapers. At the

de not thivk anything too strong has ' same time there iz a suggestion thrown

been said to-night with regard to the
class of literature which has been pul-
lighed in these newspapers, and, in my
opinion, the thanks of the country are

|

out with regard to the general arrange-
ment of advertising. 1 think that
perhaps the advertising has not been
carried out as it should have been, to
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the best advantage of the country, and ' due.
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probably there should have been a -

change. I attempted to make that change
gome four years ago, and I think with
satisfactory results for some little time,
but ultimately it lapsed again into the
same difficulty, that being, advertising in
all parts of the country.

Tae Premier: Is that when you gave
the Morning Herald £4,000 a year ?

Hon. F. H. PIESSE : If I attempted
to buy the support of the Morning
Herald, I have not succeeded in doing it;
but I have vever attempted to do so.
Even from the very day I came into
office I never made any attempt whatever
to buy the support of papers. I do not,
a3 I know some public men have doue,
go so far as to say I do not read the
newspapers and criticisms upon myself,
I most studiously read them, because I
think you can obtain probably from
meny matters which are referred to,
something which may help you, and not-
withstanding the fact that often they are
unfair in their criticisms, still at the
same tine there ay be something educa-
tive, and something also to assist you in
arriving at a weans of redressing a
grievance, or to aid in soime way in
regard to administration, which would
be satisfactory to the country, 8o,
after all, there may be some good
gained from it. At the sawe time, on
the whole the criticisms of newspapers
are from a political standpoint, and
regarding political men; and notwith.
standing the fact that they are sometimes
severe—and severity is deserved probably
at times—I think a public wan should
not be so thin-skinned as to take nofice
of every little thing that may be said
about him in regard to hizs administra-
tion.  If he does his duty to the country
fairly and justly, that is all that can be
expected of bim: and I take it that every
public man is desirous of doing that.
But these papers have gone out of their
way to be unduly insulting to public men
in this country, and women also, as has
been mentioned by the member for the
Murchison. I think those who have
made scandalous attacks such as have

been made from time to time, by innuendo -
and also practical acceusations against

many an honourable name, should have
liad meted out to them long ago that
punishment which no doubt was their
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Allysion has been made to the
criminal law. There have been attempts
10 reach those people by the criminal law,
but up to the present persons have not
succeeded in getting judgment against
them. With regard to their personal
property, youn haye only to take up the
register of the bills of sales, and that
publication which informs us as to busi-
ness transactions, to find that the shares
of these people are distributed amongst,
their wives and women friends and other
people who are holding them nominally;
and excepting the plant—some portions
of it which mav be got at—there is
really no redress in the event of obtaining
judgment against them for damages. I
wonld like to say in vegard to the ques-
tion generally, from a broad-minded
standpoint, I think that by the venti-
lation of this matter to-night much
good bhas been done. We have had
an opportunity of hearing to.night a
speech in regard to this matter which I
would not have missed for anything.
I regret there has been occasion to do i,
but no doubt it will do good. I think
that any expression of opinion that may
be made in regard to this matter con-
demning these people could not be too
strong. As I said just now, there is this
about it, there is a point that should
not be lost sight of, and it is the question
of directing a Government with regard to
advertising; because, after all, we must
not forget that we may change places,
and if there is to be condemnation, it
should be deserved, and probably will be
deserved. But we should be careful as
to the course we take. Of course, it is
the province of a member on this side to
condemn the actions of the Government
and bring them to book if necessary ; but
we must look into the matter and see how
far.reaching it is; that is to say, what is
intended by this motion. Is it intended
that the Government should not advertise
in these papers? I think they should
not do so; but for the House to say we
should not do certain things sometimes is
perhaps going a little too far. In regard
to matters of this kind, I think that
really the expression of opinion given
here to-night should convince the Govern-
went that to continue the advertising
after what has been said, and after what
they know of two of the papers, would be
in opposition to the general view of this
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House; I do not say from this side oaly,
but from the other side also—from a
great many members of this House. It

[ASSEMBLY.]

15 not well and it is not wise to advertise °
in a paper which published such an article

as has been referred to by the member
for the Murchison in regard to the Duke,
and which appeared about the time of his
visit or shortly afterwards. These articles
are most -degrading. [A MEMBER:
Before.] Before, was it? I may say
with regard to this paper, that although
it is thrown over my fence whenever

toall

anything appears about myself, I very .

rarely read it. There is nothing edifying
in it or interesting. I do not want to read
it. If they have anything very spicy for
me, they throw it over my fence on Sunday
mornings, and sometimes it comes into
my house; oftener it does not. With
regard to the article in one of these issues,
last Sunday’s, which the hon. member
referred to, I did not read it. I saw the
headline of it, but I did not read the
paper. The photograph which is pub-
lished of myself and which was evidently
meant to perpetuate my memory, was
doubtless put in from a lovable disposition
on the part of the paper, with a view to
enabling my friends to see what sort of a
character I was. I may say that I needed
an introduction to that photo. myself, and
underneath appeared some words drawing
attention to whom it was intended to
represent. That is more amusing to me
than otherwise. At the same time if
they think they are going to hurt me by
their doggerel, which is of course pub-
lished about me, they have spent their
time and wasted ink and paper for an
object which they have not attained.
They may bave pleased themselves, and
they huve amused me, but not hurt me,
and, as I said just now, I do not fear
them. I think a very good result should
be obtained from this discussion to-night.
The Premier has not given a direct assur-
ance that it is unot the intention of the
Government to advertise in this paper;
but I take it that it is their intention not
to advertise; and therefore if the member
for York (Mr. Monger) is prepared to
accept that assurance and withdraw his
motion, perhaps the objeet way be
attained. If the motion goes to a divi-
ston, I shall vote with him. I repeat
that I think probably much good has
been accomplished to-nighs

by the |
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motion. There should be an expression
from the Government directly tEa.t. they
do not intend to farther advertise in the
paper. There is nothing undignified in
giving that assurance, because I believe
that decision has been arrived at:
there shonld be an end of the matter if
we can get an assurance from the
Government in that respect. I canmot
say unything too strong against these
papers. They can wrnite me up till
18 blue; I do not care how
much they write me vp; they can
publish the whole paper about me; but
I am not going to say that T would
suppress the advertisements on that
accouot. T say I would suppress the
advertisements because it is a paper in
which we should not advertise, it is a
paper which is not worthy to receive the
advertisements of this country, and the
Government should discontinue its adver-
tisements at any early date. Of course,
as I said just now, it all depends on the
action the member for York intends to
take. If the matter goes to a division,
I shall support the motion.

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. Kingsmill) : T think I may claim to
approach this question with an open
mind. I do not think hon. members,
because I use the phrase * open mind,”
which I believe has more or less of a
copyright significance in this House, will
be of opinion that I intend to attack the
Premier from behind his back or from
the position [ cccupy at this ime. I use
the expression because, in so far as the
department over which I have the honour
to preside is concerned, the motion
brought forward by the member for
York (Mr. Monger) has absolutely no
significance for me. When I took charge
of this department I found that this
department was nol in the habit of
advertisivg in weekly papers; and though
I have been approached on several
occasions by weekly papers, I have
always refused to give them any advertise-
ments, and I have done so purely and
solely becanse I thought that to give
them these advertisements would be a
bad business speculation.

Mge. Jacosy: That is the point.

Tue MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
have claimed, and I think rightly, that
sufficient publicity can be given to the
advertisements that I wish to bring before
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the public, by advertising in the daily
papers of the metropolis; wnd it being
my object not to inerease but rather to
decrease any possible cost of advertise-
ments in the department, which I think
is altogether out of proportion to the
results obtained, instead of wishing to
ampiify my advertisements, I have striven
my utmost to cut them down. But at
the same time I do not recognise the
right of the member for York to dictate
to this Goveroment 1o matters of admin-
istration, as be is now attempting to do
—[Mg. Moroer: Nothing of the sort]—
nor do I recognise the right of the leader
of the Cpposition to endeavour to extract-—
if Emay use a valgarism, to ** bluff "—the
Government out of an assurance. I do
not recognise the right which either of
those members has arrogated to himself ;
and for that reason it is wmy intention, if
this motion goes to a division, to oppose
it.

Me. H. DAGLISH (Subiaco): L am
somewhat surprised at the amount of
time this discussion has taken—[MEem-
BERs: Divide!]—and I am surpriged at
the amount of heat it has caused ; but as
I am cool myself, there may be no harm
if T say & few words on the subject. I
as sorry this question is being looked at
parily from the two sides of the House,
as a question of QGovernment wersus
Opposition. [Memser: Oh, no!] I
would aceept that assurance, but for what
the member for the Williams (Hon. F.
H. Piesse) has said; for he said that
he disagreed with the policy of the motion
because he recognised that it was inter-
fering in u matter of administration,
which should be left to the Government
and he also said he intended to vote for
the motion if it went to a division. It
amounted to this, that if the hon member
were leading the Goverment instead of
leading the Opposition, he would resent a
motion like this; but as he is leading the
Opposition instead of the Government,
he will support the motion.

Hown. F. H. Piesse: I would not give
the opportuuity for such a motion.

Mg. DAGLISH : Then the hou. mem-
ber admits it is a question of Govern-
ment versus Opposition that is going to
be determined by the voté to-night.
This motion bas produced a certain
amount of good, because it bas given us
a knowledge of the number of members
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in this House who disagree with the
character of the literature provided by
the Sunday papers, and who at the same
time are diligent readers and patrons of
those very papers. For instance, the
mewmber for the Murchison (Mr. Nanson),
who tore a passion to tatters in so able a
fashion, seemed not only to have read the
Sunday Times, which he condemned so
strongly, but had read, marked, learned,
and inwardly digested so much of it that
he was able to deliver a most eloguent
sermon in regard to matters which that
paper bad published. I cannot uader-
stand the argument that those papers
are degrading to other people, but that
we members of this House can read them
with perfect safety. The only thing we
can assume is that those members who
have spoken so eloquently about the
Sunday papers have become demoralised
by them. I am ina minority in this,
matter, becanse I do not read the Sunday

ers a8 a rule, and I was not aware till
to-night that they had published certain
articles to which the member for the
Murchison has so strongly alluded. I
ohject to Sunday papers, not because of
the contents which I happen not to have
read, but because I think it is quite
enough for the publication und the sale
of newspapers on six days a week; and
ob that ground T do not support Sunday
papers. Possibly I would support them
if published on a Saturday night, sc as
not to compel news-agents to work on
Sunday. I think Sunday should bea
duy of rest for news-vendors as well as
for other workers in the State; und it is
a shame that any class of people should
be asked unnecessarily to work on a
Sunday. But I am astonished that hon.
members should tell us how strongly they
disapprove of articles in those newspapers,
and how regularly they devote their
time to the study of them, T read that
article in the last issue of the Sunday
Times concerning the member for Eust
Kimberley (Mr. F. Connor), who knows
all about it; and although I did not read
it with the same interest or pleasure as it
afforded him, it did give me a cerfain
amount of pleasure to reud that article,
and to hear also the comments of the bon.
member on the sulbject. But we are not
called on to give our opinions on the
varions newspapers. I might make
seathing remarks about those newspapers
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that published lengthy telegrams from -

Sydney, some time ago, about a certain
divorce case that was before the courts
there.

Memeer : All the papers had telegrams
about it.

Mr. DAGLISH : The West Ausiralian
published very lengthy telegraphic reports
on the subject. At the same time, we
are not here as censors of the Press, and
I think it isa pity these things should
be entered into so much. It is to be
regretted that as soon as certain news-

papers are mentioned, some hon. members -
should fiy into a passion. I would not

like to suggest that the member for the

Murchison (Mr. Nanson) was actuated °

by professionul jealousy to-night — it
would not be right to suggest such a
thing—but those who do not know the
hon. mewmber might form that erroneous
conclusion.  This discussion, however it
may result in the division, bhas had one
very momentous effect, and that is that
the member for the South-West Mining
Disirict (Mr. J. Ewing) has declared
definite war against the Government.
Surely, then, the time of the House is not
being wasted; and farther than that, the
member for the Murchison (Mr. Nanson)
is in the proud and safe position of huving
a declared champion in the House, so
that whatever fear the member for the
Murchison might have felt with regard
to eriticisms that might be passed on him
in the Press, the member for the South-
West Mining District will defend him,
for he has assured the House that he will
protect and defend the member who has
been treated in such a scandalous fashion
by the Premier. The member for the
Murchison may feel quite safe, his
quakings may cease, and his mind Dbe
restored to its accustomed coolness and
confidence. If this question be carried to
a division, I hope members will object to
being used for the purpose of recording a
vote because of spite by certain hon.
members on account of ecritici-ms passed
on them in certain papers. There is no
doubt that if those papers had left certain
hon. members alone this motion would
not, have been entered on. When the
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more serious dimensions. I say the
attention of this House was not called to
it when the Duke was attacked; and I
contend it is parlicularly absurd that this
motion should have been brought forward
now, and that a matter which bad passed
almost into ancient history should be
brought forward.

MeMpER: The House was not sitting
when the attack was made on the Duke.

Me. DAGLISH: No; but the House
has been sitting for a fair number of
weeks since, and it is only now that this
matter is brought forward.

Me. Nanson: It was mentioned in the
discussion on the Libel Bill.

Mr. DAGLISH : I am aware of that,
but there was a purpose to be served
which one member recognised when he
voted against the second reading of that
Bill; and I hope the same member will
to-night be able to cast as impartial a
vote on this question as he did when the
Libel Bill was before the House. If the
watter ia pressed to a division, I shall
vote against the motion. -

Hox. G. THROSSELL (Northam):
So far as my experience will allow me to
judge, the Minister in charge of a depart-
ment does not concern himself with the
selectiou of newspapers in which the adver-
tisements relating to his department may
be published, unless his attention is called
to it. I blame the Premier for the length of
this debate to-night; for if he had treated
the member for York with his usual tact,
and had asked that the matter should be
left in the hands of the Government, I

, think the mover and the House generally

~ would have been withdrawn.

Duke was attacked, no member brought

that matter before the House— [ MEMBER:
The House was not sitting then]—hut
when the member for York was attacked,
the matter assumed very much larger and

would have been satisfied, and the motion
The mem-
ber for Subiaco (Mr. Daglish) has referred
to advertisements for the Lands Depart-
ment published in certain newspapers
during a previous period. T confess there
was & time, when the late lameuted Mr.
Vusper conducted the Sunday Times, that
the paper was used to a small extent for
advertising matters connected with the
Lands Department. Personally I do
not regret it, for whatever difference of
opinion existed between e and the late
member, he had my warmest admiration
for many of his actions. The Sunday
Times of to-day and the Sunday Times
of the period when Mr. Vosper cou-
ducted it, are different things indeed.
I can only say that had the Premier used
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his wsual tact and received the motion in
a Lkindly spirit, giviog a reasonable
assurance to the House, the debate would
have ended long ago. I should not have
blamed Ministers one bit for what they
have done, if that course had been taken.
I trust that the debate will come to an
end imnediately, and that the Premier wil)
see proper to make amends for any
unnecessary heut he has introduced into
this debate.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. Gregory): Although I have been
criticised in Sunday newspapers, I do not
think any member of this House will say
I have ever been a firm friend of either
of those journals; and I do not think I
should exhibit a friendly spirit towards
them. 1 can indorse the remarks made
by the Minister for Works (Hon. W.
Kingsmill), in stating that at the present
time no advertisement from my office is
given to any of those papers; exactly on
the same grounds as the Minister for
Works stated—simply because we adver-
tise in the daily Press, and see no neces-
sity for advertising in any weekly issue.
I want to refer to certain vemaurks
made by the member for the Williams
{Hon. F'. H. Piesse), who told us in one
breath that we should not pass such a
motion, and then said the former Govern-
ment had done nothing of thissort.  But
what about the columns of Government
advertisements that nsed to'appear in the
Sunday Times?

Hon. F. H. Pisse: By the Works
Department, ¥

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES: No;
by the Lands Department.

How. F. H. Presse: The former Minis-
ter for Lands has explained that.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: I
understand that advertisements which
have been appearing lately have been

(16 OcroeEe, 1901.]

simply a continuation of the old con- .

tracts.
Me. GreorGE: But you can reform,

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES: So .
far as I am concerned those papers have

unot received advertisements. But what
shall T say about the insinuation thrown
out here to-night, to the effect that

Ministers have made use of those papers .

by getting reporters into their offices and
allowing thuse reporters to go through
the departmental records? T say it iz a
dirty insinuation. I now know some-

ment to the
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thing about the civil service ; I know how
many members of it have been appointed
through political influence; and I know
how all sorts of treacherous things can
be done against the Glovernment. It is
only a fortnight since an article appeared
against an officer of my department? and
that™ article gave a lot of information
which could not have reached the paper
except through someocne in the depart-
ment. [Mes. GEorGE : Quite so.] How-
ever, the information was easily traceable ;
and we had to get rid of a man in ¢onse-
quence,

M=. Connor: I wish you would find
out who gave this information.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: I
have heard some despicable ibsinuations
from the hon. member during the last
few days; but I say it is a parficularly
dirty and low insinuation to impute to
any Minister that he would throw open
the records of his department to the
gutter Press. We have an easy way of
securing publicity for matters whichk we
desire to make known. It enly needs a
request for papers to be laid on the table
of the House. We have plenty of friends
in the House, and we can get any papers
we like moved for. If we wish to dis-
close anything disparaging to the late
Government, we can do 1t without resort-
ing to the dirty practices which the
mewmbers for East Kimberley and the
Murchison have laid to our charge. In-
ginuations have been cast against me—

Mr. Grorae: Have you been per-
sonally attacked ?

Tur MINISTER FOR MINES: The
Minister for Lands wus attacked to-night
m his absence, and I think we should
defend him. .

Me. Cownow: That is fair; that 1is
right ; hear, hear. But you cannot justify
him all the same.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES: I
trust that the member for York will with-
draw his motion, which practically means
an attempt at dictating to the Govern-
ment in regard to the distribution of
their advertisements. I do not think the
motion, even if carried, will have much
effect. Anyhow, if it be carried I shall
be strongly inelined to give an advertise-
apers mm question very
quickly. 1 think the hon. member may
feel satisfied that some good will result
from the discussion; but 1 do not think
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the Government should be dictated to in
the manner proposed by the motion.

Me. F. CONNOR (East Kimberley) :
I did not intend to speak on the subject;
but I see it is necessary that I should de
so. I wish to reply to the gentleman who
controls the Miues Department, with
whom I have wlways been in accord on
this subject whtil to-night. He has, how-
ever, just made u statement that if the
motion be carried he will be very much
inclined to give an advertisement to the
papers mentioned in it. I hope the
motion will be curried. It will go to a
division, even if I have to call for the
division myself. 1f the motion be carried,
it will represent the opinion of the House ;
and under the circumstances it is not the
place of any Miniater of the Crown to
threaten that if the motion be carried he
will nevertheless advertise in the papers.

Ministerrar, Memsers: Throw the
Government out !

Me. CONNOR: It is not u question of
throwing the Government out. Wehave
a lot of rubbishy interjections-—[Inter-
jectionsand laughter] —fromirresponsible
babblers in this House—-[* Hear, hear,”
and laughter] — wen whose proper
vocation is agitating in the back blocks
and dictating to “ two-up " schoola. [In-
terjections and laughter.] We do not
want men of that kind here.

Me. Tavror: My character is clean,
and that is more than can be said of the
character of the member for East Kim-
berley. The papers do not attack me.

Ms. CONNOR: I think such persons
should not be allowed to take up the time
of the House. I rose in good faith to
reply to my ifriend the Minister for
Mines. I wish to reply to him in a fair
and manly way. I do not want these
interjections —-

Me. Tavror: You do not like them.

Mu. CONNOR: I like interjections
such as this, because they give me an
opportunity of showing to the House the
character of the man who makes them.
I hope the member for Mt. Margaret
{Mr, Taylor) will not interject without
necessity. Tn case of necessity for inter-
jection, the House will no doubt be glad
to hear him. T certainly shall be glud to
hear him, because his good nature over-
whelms his judgment every time he
speaks. But to return to the question,
I am, of course, in absolute and entire
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sympathy with the poor unfortunate
papers attacked. They deserve all the
consideration and sympathy that can
possibly be shown them ; but at the same
time, I think they ought not to have alt
the coddling and pampering they have
received from the present Government.

SevEraL Memeers: And the late
Government.

Me. Tavror: They do not want sym-
pathy : they want only cash.

Mgr. CONNOR: The bon. member will
interject. When he rises to speak he
usually says a great deal with very litile
in it; but when he interjects, it 1s even
worse. He takes up the time of the
Heuse to an extent which is positively
unfalr. T intend to support the meotion,
although I sympathise with the papers
against which it is directed. 1 know
that the mission of these papers is to
bring all that is noeble, and high, and
elevating, and moral in literature before
the people of this State. T know their
efforts are directed to this end. T quoted
some notable examples of their elevating
style this evening. This is the kind of
article the member for Mt. Margaret
champions. I think it is better to stop
advertising in papers such as these.

Me. Tavror: Why did you give them
a chance against you ?

Mz. CONNOR: I will not support a
Minister who rises to say that whether
the House like it not he will advertise in
certain papers. I shall call for a division
on this motion, even if the mover does
not do so.

Mr. EWING (in explanation): It has
been brought to my notice that in the
few remarks 1 made on this mofion,
I said that I did not know whether the
charges made by the Suanday Times
against Mr. Justice Parker were true or
not. I forgot for the moment the letter
from that gentleman read here to-night;
therefore my words did not convey my
intention. I, of course, unreservedly
accept the statement of his honour.

TeE Mi~NisTER FOR WoBES: The state-
meuts were not published by the Sunday
Times, but by the member for the Murray
(Mr. George).

‘Mr. GeorsE: Thank you!

Mr. F. C. MONGER (in reply as
mover) : The Premier has said that he
will not be dictated to by auy member of
the House, or by any section of the House.
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I can assure the Premier that in bringing
this motion forward I bad no desire to
attempt to dictate to him in any way
whatever. Only a few days ago, in the
vourse of conversation with the Premier,
T mentioned to the hon. gentleman—

Tre Premier : I was not referring to
you, vou kmow, when I talked about
dictation.

Me. MONGER: It wus only a few
days ago, in the course of a conversation,
that I mentioned to the Premier wmy
intention of Lringing this matter forward.
He then said it wonld be advisable for me
to do so in the form of a question rather
than by motion. I asked the question,
and the Prewier replied that the matter
of advertising was receiving consideration ;
and the result was a general titter of
laughter all round the House. That
reply induced me to bring forward this
motion. No one regrets more than myself
the dimensions which the debate has
assumed. I did not for a moment think,
wheu introducing the subject, that it
would occupy the time of hon. members to
this extent; but having placed my motion
on the Notice Paper, it was my duty
to advocate it with all my power, especially
as there was practically a challenge from
the papers to which I have referred, that I
should carry the matter throngh as far as
I could. [Sevirar Memuers: Hear,
hear.] Some few weeks ago, when Par-
Lament first met and before the arrival
of the Duke, I called the attention of the
Premier at lunch one day to an article
which had been copied from an Irish
paper—[Mr Tavror: That is right]—
and [ asked the Prentier whether he would
answer a question without notice. The
object of that question was to be, to
ascertain whether the Premier proposed
to mete out to the editor of that paper
the treatment which was meted out to the
editor of the Melbourne paper which
republished the article. The Premier’s
reply to me was, ** No; I will not give
them what they are desirous of getting, a
cheap advertisement.”

THE PrEMIER : Hear, hear.

Me. MONGER: In some way, the gist
of the conversation which I had with the
Premier and several other members leaked
cut beyond the precincis of the House,
and found its way to the Sunday Times,
with the result that the editor of that
elevating paper —I cun hardly find lan-
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guage fitting to describe it—said that he
held a rod in pickle for me if ever I dared
attack him or his paper. T take up with
the greatest freedom the challenge thrown
out by the paper. T give the editor of
that paper full liberty now and hence-
forward to vilify me in every possible way.
If the people of Western Australia are
content to accept the statements of a
drunken assassin in preference to mine,
I will let them do so.

Mgr. Tavoor: You are wrong agaiu.

Mr. MONGER : I donot wish to weary
the House any longer with the debate.
As I said in introducing the motion, I
have no desire to vent wmy spleen on some
person or persons. With one exception,
I do not know the people against whom
my wmotion is directed. The member for
M¢t. Margaret said that my object was to
gug the Press. I have no intention or
desire to gag the Press. [MR. GEORGE :
Hear, bear,] I say, let the Press enjoy
perfect freedom, but do not let the Press
besmirch any member of the House either
in his political or private capacity. Let
the Press refrain from adopting dirty
tactics, and let it refrain from attacking
people for whom we entertain feelings of
kindliness and respect.

Mz, Warzace:
night, ?

Mz, MONGER: T amn not going to
refer to anything which took place last
night; nor am I going to refer to any of
the beautiful articles which appeared in
the paper owuned and run, as we are
teld, by the member for Boulder (M.
Hopkins). I do not propose to refer to
that paper.

Mz. Hoprrns: Mr. Speaker, I per-
sonally decline to sit silent in this House
and allow the member for York to utter
concerning me a statement which is an
infamous lie. I demand that it be with-
drawn before he goes any farther.

TeE SrEsEER: The hon. member must
himself first withdraw the words he has
just used.

Me. Horrins: I regret the use of any
improper words, and I withdraw them
unreservedly. TFor all that, however, I
say the member for York, if he were else-
where, would not make the statement he
has just made.

Tee Sreaxrk: The member for York
ought to withdraw, after the denial of the
member for Boulder.

What about last
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Mr. MONGER: At your dictation, sir,
T withdraw the remark. I think we have
laboured this question sufficiently to-night,
and I can only express my deep regret
that the debate should have taken an
unpleasant turn on various occasions
during the evening. I confirm the motion
standing in my name.

Question put, and a division taken with
the following result :—

Ayes ... o 17
Noes ... .. 18
Majority against ... 1
ATes, Nogs.
Mr, Butcher Mr. Daglish
Mr, Connor Mr. Gregory
Mr. Ewing Mr. Haasell
. George Mpr, Hastie
Mr. Hoyward Me. Hoimes
%[ir. E}g!é;m Mr. Hopkins
T r. Il Ort
AMr. Jacoby Me. m
Mr. Monger Mr, Jobnson
Mr. O’'Connor Mr, Kingemill
Mr. Phillips Mr. Lenke
Mr, Piesse Mr. MeDonald
Mr. Quinlan Mr. Reid
Mr, n Mr. Heside
Mr. Smith Mr. Stone
Mr. Throssell Mr, Taylor
Mr, Yelverton (Teller). Mr. Wallace
Mr, Gardiner (Teiler),

Question thus negatived

LAND ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
Received from the Legislative Couneil,

and, on motion by the PremIER, reud a
firat time.

DIVORCE AND MAFRIMONIAL CAUSES
AMENDMENT BILL.
Received from the Legislative Council,
and, on motion by Mre. J. (GawkDINER,
read a first time.

MOTION—TRADES HALL LAND GRANT
FREMANTLE.
Me. C. HARPER (Beverley) woved:

That this House refuses to sanction the
proposed transfer [grant of land to Teades and
Labour Council at Fremantle], and condemmns
the principle of land grants for purpeses of
that nature without the consent of Parliament,
He said : [ called some little time ago for
papers to be laid on the table of the
House dealing with this matter, and I
hope members who take an interest in the
question have studied those papers,
because the papers will afford them a
good deal of interesting matter for reflec-
ticn. To those members who have
not read them, T will give a short sketch
of the history of this, us far as it appears
in those papers. It appears that in

>
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September last, one Mr. Jook asked for
a subsidy or for the old police court
building to be granted to the Trades and
Labour Couneil, for the purpose of build-
ing a hall. The then Premier, Sir John
Forrest, replied that he could not advise
that the old court-house at Fremantle
should be alienated for this purpose, and
that if a grant of money were asked for,
Parliament would have to be consulted.
Then they made an application for some
other piece of land about Fremantle, and
the Minister for Lands appears to have
suggested that they might select some
other site, and information was given to
them of whatever sites there were in Fre-
mantle belonging to the Government,
from which to choose one, the Minister for
Lands suggesting that if they could find
a site suitable, the Government wonid
grant it to them on a lease of 999 years,
on condition of the building being putup
within 12 months, They appear to
have examined the sites and to have
decided that they were not suitable. At
any rate, they would not mccept them,
and they suggested as an alternative that
a sum should be put on the Estimates
to give them sufficient funds or some
funds towards erecting a hall. Then itap-
pears further communications took place
between the Premier and these gentlemen,
and finally the Surveyor (eneral was
sent down, and he was taken around
Fremantle to examine various sites. He
was feted there by those gentlemen,
and they had a pleasant little afiernoon,
and paid ooe another compliments, the
end being that the Survevor (General
recommended that somewhere ahbout
half-an-acre of land on which the old
Customs House stands should be granted
for this purpose. The Collector of
Customs had not Dbeen communicated
with on the subject. He appears to have
heard of it by nccident, and immediately
protested agaiust it. This brought us
gomewhere up to about November last,
and the matter again came before the
then Premier, who replied to the com-
munications finally: < The Ministers
advise that the whole of the block be
granted for 999 vears.” The whole block,
I may say, is about three.quarters of an
acre, facing the sea on one side, and there
are two other fromtages on the street.
At that point they desired immediately
to take possession’ They wished to have
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the ceremony of laying the foundation
stone and proposed that the property
shouid be transferred at once.
that when they arrived at that point it
was found upou examination that there
was 2 flaw in the title. The Government
could not give a clear title, for a portion
of the land stood in some other name in
the Registrar’s Office. Although the
Government appear to have purchased
it, it stood in the name of one James
MacDermot, and therefore a clear title
could not be given,
then Premier left the Government and
the present Premier came into office, and
he appears to have promised that a Rill
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" what he said, in dealing with the Com.

It appears

At that period the .

should be introduced into this House to -

give effect to it, without, I imagine,
really knowing the circumstances.
Tae PreMIER: To confirm the title.
Mr. HARPER: Yes; to confirm the
title. When we come to consider the

monage of Perth —and I think his
remarks apply absolutely to this cage—
was that he wanted to see the principle
affirmed that a2 promise made by the
Government of the day would be an
improper one if it meant the giving away
of the public estate without the consent
of Parliament ; that if a promise had been
made without the consent of Parltament a
wrong had been dume, and the bon. mem-
ber argued that it opened the question ag
to whether a promise given under wrong
circumstances should be fulfilled. Now,
bere ia a case in which the public estate
has been given away by a Minister, with-
out consulting Purlinment in the slightest ;
and it is given to a class. We often hear

- & great deal of objection to class legis-

object of this, and the promise given, we °

arrive at a rather startling position. If
a body of men in Fremantle asked to be

granted a site to build a hall, it is obvious
that if the Governnent gave a grant in -

Fremantle, every other society of the

same kind would have a perfect right, '
¢ Bill to grant this, whether it can bedone.

and it would be unjust not to give them
the same in other parts of the State.

When you realise that this three-quarters

of an acre isin one of the most valuable
situations in Fremantle, it appears to be
a very serious thing as to whether the
country is to be committed to giving away
this land without consulting Parliament.
Since this question has arisen, the present

Ministry appear to have called on their -
land valuer to put a value on this land, -

which he has done, and his valuation as
stated iz thatat a fair valuation the land
is worth £6,500; for which sum I think
it could be sold any day., The point I

wigh to raise is whether it is right .that

on a promise made—for what motive I
know not, but it could not be with the
idea of granting the same thing all over
the country-—whether, if the promise is

not right, this Parliament should sanction .

it ; because it must lead obviously to an
immense amount of abuse. I was much
pleased at hearing some words which fell
from the member for Subiaco (Mr. Dag-
lish) in dealing with a subject of this
kind (Perth Commonage), when he put
the principle involved in more expressive
words than I could use. The sense of

lation, and here is o cluss gift; therefore,
if you establish the principle of giving an
enormous area, or a valuable piece of
land, to & class or a section of the com-
munity, without any right for other
branches of the community to share in
that benefit, a wrong has been done
which this Parliament should carefuil
look into before sanctioning; and 1t
depends upon this House, by passing a

T think it is desirable that this House
should decide whether it is going to adhere
to and support a wrong which has been
done in this direction.

ME. Dagrisa: Why not make it apply
to all societies, to agricultural societies
as well as others ? Have they not received
simiilar grants ?

Mze. HARPER: Not to this extent.

Mr. Dagrisa: They have received
more than three-quarters of an acre.

Mr. HARPER : But not of this value,

Mr. Dacrism: That is beside the
question.

Me. HARPER: I do not think that
touches the point at all.  An agricultural
society is one which any person in the
community can join; whereas I think
the hon. member (Mr. Daglish} will not
say that I could be admitted as a member
of this society to which certain land in Fre-
mantle has been promised. This society is
@ cluss, and this 1s a class gift. If Parlia-
ment or a Minister give a grant to an
agricultural sociely, or other such body,
that society embraces all who like to join ;
but this body in Fremantle is a class
agsociation—[M=. Dacrisa: No]—and
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if the principle is adopted that you may
give away £6,500 in value to one class

society, why should yon not give £10,000
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worth of land to a class society in Perth,

and so on in all parts of the country ?
The hon. member must be with me in
affirming that this is a wrong principle.

Mz. Dacrisu : But if you apply it all
round ?

Mr. HARPER: This is o question on
which Parliament should express its
opinion, ag to whether the people who had
this promise have acquired a right to due

consideration under it—that is another .
point; but they knew very well that if -

this had to come before Parliament they
would probably not have got it, and I
agsuwe that is the reason they urged that
it should be done as pronptly as possible.
[Mr. DasLisn interjected a remark.]
The hon. member says he does not know;
but I know Parliument would not have
sanctioned the granting of thissite to any
agsociation in the country if Parliament
had been consulted. I maintain thisis a
wrong principle, and is opening the door
to an immense amount of abuse. Many
members have come into this House
pledged to do what they can to purify
the administration of affairs, and see that
the Government, whoever they may be,
shall be a8 pure as possible in their
administration ; and to those members
especially I say this case opens the door
to an immense amount of abuse, and
therefore Parliament should verv care-
fully examine into it before this land is
granted.

Me. W. J. GEQRGE (Murray):
gecond the motion.

On motion by Mr. Hasrig, debate
adjourned.

EXCESS BILL (1900-1).
Read a third time, and transmitted to
the Tegislative Couneil.

EARLY CLOSING ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL.

Read a third time, and transmitted to
the Legislative Couneil.

PRAWN FISHING ACT REPEAL BILL.
Read @ third tiine, and passed.

FOURTH JUDGE APPOINTMENT BILL.

Winery, State Aid.

MOTION—WINERY AND STORAGE
CELLARS, STATE AID.

Debate resumed from 11th September,
on the motion by Mr, Harper: “ That, in
the opinion of this House, it is desirable,
with the object of stimulating the wine
industry in this State, that the Govern-
ment should be authorised to give such
assistance as may seem best, with the
view of establishing a central winery and
storage cellars.”

Me. M. H. JACOBY (Swan): This
question arose early last year, when the
then Minister for Lands (Hon. G.
Throssell) proposed te introduce a Bill
which woulg give a guarantee to certain
industries. However, it was discovered
that the provisions of that Bill conflicted
with those of the Commonwealth Act;
and it had to be withdrawn. At that
time, a syndicate of English capitalists
made a certain offer to the Government in
connection with the establishment of a
central winery. Subsequently, the growers
themselves held several conferences, result-
ing io their approaching the Minister
with a request that if any guarantee of
assistance to the industry were given, it
should be granted through a co-operative
association of the wine-growers them-
selves. Later on, the member for Beverley
(Myr. Harper) carried a resclution in the
House in favour of assistance being
granted to vo-operative wineries. Meet-
ings of local wine-growers were held in
various parts of the disiriets devoted to
viticulture; and the negotiations resulted
in the tentative formation of an associa-
tion, which appreached the Government
with u request for assigtance. After con-
siderable discussion, the Minister for
Lands offered to advance sufficient money
to build a central winery in a convenient
situation. I should like tn say that the
necessity for some assistance being granted
to viticulture at the present time arises
from the fact that we shall shortly be
placed in open competition with the
vignerons elsewhere; and unless some
organisation can be established for
the better control and management of
wine-making in this State, we shall not

- be able to endure their competition,
. Viticulture would never have been estab-

Read a third time, and transmitted to .

the Legislative Council.

lished anywhere in Australia had not
artificial aid been granted. The position
of Western Australia to-day is the same
as that of the Victorian and New South
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Wales vignerons 50 years ago, when the
industry was started in those States.
Unless assistance had heen given to the
growers in those countries against Euro-
pean competition, the establishment of
their indunstry would have been im-
possible.  Artifictal aid was necessary
to secure the local markets. Planting
bonuses were given in various colonies,
export bonuses in Vietoria, and in South
Australia aid was given by the establish-
ment of a depdt in London. As regards
this State, the unfortunate position is
that, under the provisions of the Com-
monwealth Act, any bonuses not in force
before 1898 become invalid; and as there
hus been no bonus in force in this State,
the Government .are prevented from
helping the industry directly by bonuses.
The particular renson why the viticultural
industry in this State requires assistance
is owing to the fact that it caunot be
successful unless conducted on a large
scale, Not ouly must the individuval
plantations be large, but the whole in-
dustry must be considerably extended in
order that wine may be produced at a
rate sufficiently cheap to compete with
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the large and old-established concerns .

of the Eastern States. Moreover, unless
the industry be large, the necessary skilled
labour is difficult to get; the cooperages

which large growers must have cannot be

established unless there is o lurge demand
for casks; and the other small industries

contingent on the viticultural industry

are not payable. These cooperages and
other incidental industries are established
in the other States; and the cost of
bringing casks to this State practically
means that we have to pay, for every
gallon put into casks, 3d. more than is
paidd by our neighbours in the REast.
Not only is it necessary that the wine
should be produced in large quantities,
but it should be produced of a uniform
quality, and unless wine is produced of a
uniform quality it is impossible for us to
hold out any hope of doing anything in
connection with an export trade. 1t is
impossible for the growers of this State
to do anything at all without assistance
or farther organisation so as to compete
with the Eastern States, becanse they
must produce cheaply, and in order to
produce cheaply it is necessary that the
preduction should be on a large scale.
Wine requires to be grown 1n large
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quantities and manunfactured in large
quantities to enable us to sell the product
at a price sufficiently large to ensure a
profit and compete in the world's market.
I would point out that in order to permit
of exportation being successfully opened
up, a firm or corporation wast be ina
position te assure a London buyer that
he can get at least 20,000 to 50,000 gal-
lons of wine each year of uniform quality.
There is not 2 grower in the State at
present who could contract to supply
more than 2,000 gallons of wine of a
uniform quality i order to induce a
London werchant to take up a line of
Australian wine. The grower will have
to assure the merchant that he will get a
sufficient quantity of wine year after year
of a uniform quality, so that when the
merchant has gone to the expense of
establishing a brand of Australian wine
on the English market he muy get
year after year a sufficient quantity of
wine of a similar quality to keep the
brand before the market. The present
position in Western Australia is that we
have about 2,000 acres planted with vines,
the bearing portion of which produce
100,000 gallons of wine. The extensions
since 1897 have been comparatively rapid
in this State because we have been plant-
ing. TIn 1897 we planted 360 acres, in
1898, 307 acres, and in 1899 294 acres,
whereas last year, owing to the effect of
the vote on federation, the return of the
Registrar General shows that we only
planted one acre of vines.

Hor. F. H. Presse: I do not think
that is correct,

M=r. JACOBY : These are the figures.

Tue Cornonian Treasurer: They are
absolutely ineorrect.

Mz. JACOBY : I hope they are in-
correct, but I konow there has been
practically wo cultivation, but a small

. area planted with wine grapes has been
" uprooted and replanted with fruits and

1
\
|

table grapes. If the figures are not
correct, I donot know why the Registrar
General should give us incorrect informa.-
tion, because we rely on him for our
statistics ; and if the figures are incorrect
a notification should have been sent to
members and to prowers, leiting them
know a mistake bad been made. But I
presume planting was not to any great
extent, for I do not know of any grower
who planted. Nothing can speak more
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eloquently than these figures, that the
growers recognise that it is quite impos-
sible in the present disorganised condi-
tion to compete with the Eastern States.
Our total output from our bearing
portion of vineyards is 100,000 gallons,
and fo show you how futile it is for us
to attempt in the present disorganised
state to initiate any competition with the
Eastern States, I may say there are
several firms in the Eastern States who
produce in one year three ot four times
more wine than this State produees. I
had an opportunity of looking over the
magnificent cellars of Mr. Seppelt, of
Angaston, a short time ago, and that
gentleman is living in a district with
10,000 acres of vineyards surrounding
him, with other growers in the district.
Mr. Seppelt manufactures 300,000 gallons
of wine per annum. It is impossible for
us, each making & small quantity of wine,
to competo with a grower of that size in
the open market. Not only are we in
practically the infant stage so far as the
planting 1s concerned, but we do not yet
possess the accumulated experience which
would be of enormous benefit. In a new
country the growers have to make many
mistakes: they plant the wrong kinds,
failures occur, and it takes years to find out
the kind of vines to plant on the various
soilg, and the pogitions in which to plant.
We are accumulating experience which
will tell us the right vines to go in for.
We have to compete with the people who
have established themselves, who have
all the experience, who have made their
mistakes and have now reached a position
to know what to do to attain the best
results. We are still in our infant stage,
and so far as that iy concerned it is a
considerable disadvantage to us, hut one
which capnot be helped. It is a dis-
advautage which has occurred in every
country which has started viticulture.
As it would have .been impossible for
Victoria and New South Wales to com-
pete with France in the early stage of
the industry in those States, so it is
impossible tor this country to compete
with the Eastern States. The Eastern
States are to us what France was to
the Eastern States when the industry
was started there. Nor would the other
States have bad any hope of starting the
industry in Australia if they had had
from the start to compete with France
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without assistance. We have no hope,
unless we are assisted to some extent, in
establishing the industry against the
Eastern States. We have about 300
planters in the State, who must extend
their plantations, becanse it is absolutely
necessary if this industry is to be carried
on on a large seale, individuals must pro-
duce on a large scale. The viticulturists
at the present time have plantations,
which individually are small, yet if
sufficient encouragement he given to
them these people will extend. Anyone
who wishes to make a success of viti-
culture cannot expect to do so unless he
hag 100 acres of vines; without that
quantity he cannot make any headway.
Viticulturists must be prepared to extend
their vineyards; they must plant 100
acres each, which, withont taking into
account any fresh plantatious, would give
ug, when the extensions are completed,
about 300,000 acres of vines in this State.
‘We have of late frequently seen references
in the Press to the possibilities Lefore
Australin. Thave here several quotations
from writings of eminent experts dealing
with the possibilities of Australia as a
wine producer. No doubtmost members
will have seen these references, and there-
fore I do not propose to ocoupy the time
of the House by reading them. Another
reason why I think the House should
carefully and favourably consider the
proposal is, that federation wmust force
wany of the farmers who are not
operating on a large scule, to adopt some
more intense system of culture than the
growing of hay or wheat. They must
look to froit growing or viticulture for
the extension of their operations, in
preference to continuing to grow hay and
wheat., I feel sure we shall find that
under federation it will not be profitable
to farm small areas with hay or wheat,
and that the attention of the owners of
small farms will have to be turned in
other directions. I think thatif sufficient
encouragement were given to the planters
of vines, we might reasonably expect a
large development in the direction of
viticulture, We have an enormous extent
of country which is adapted for viti-
cultore alone. No other form of cultiva-
tion is likely to prove profitable in those
areas. Though unsuitable for the growth
of any other product, they are particularly
and eminently suilable for the growth of
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vines. These gravelly slopes and hill
sides, of which we have millions of atres
in this State, are eminently adapted
for viticalture; and onless we utilise
them for viticulture, I do not see how
they can be or are likely to be utilised
at all. A co-operative association of wine
growers has been formed; and in this
connection I desire to point cut that any
help which may be given by the Govern-
ment will be given to the wine growers
themselves—aot to any syndicate, but to
an association which consists purely of
wine growers, and which any wine
grower can join. The terms of the
motion proposed by the mewmber for
Beverley practically leave the Grovern-
ment free to assist the industry in the
way they may consider best, after making
full inquiry. 1 desire to refer briefly
to the report obtained from the Secretary
of Agriculture, which report I must say
was perused by me with considerable
astopishment. Up to the present, or
rather up to the issue of this report, the
policy of the Agricultural Department
bas been fo encourage the establishment
of central wineries. I may quote from
the handbook of Vitieulture issued by
the Depurtment, a paragraph or two to
ghow that something must have oceurred
to the officers of that Department to
cause so sudden a reversal of policy with
regard to this industry. In this hand-
book, issued a few years ago we find the
following on pp. 234-5:—

Cenrrar, WingriEs.—Considering that we
have here soil and climate that will resct in a
happy manner on the constituents of our
choicer varieties of grapes, and that we can
reckon on a good aversge annual yield of a
must of high quality, there is no point I feel
more strongly than that of the unmistakable
advantage of centralisation of the manu-
facturing process of that grape must into a
marketable wine. Through ita agency the
wine-makers would be brought into a united
body for mutual benefit, the standard of
Australian wine would be raised, and as a
consequence the price would also be raised to
s higher figure. The state of aflairs that
obtains at present in inany vine-growing
districts of Australia is nothing short of chaos
and disorganisation.

That very accurately deseribes the state
of affairs here at the present time.

TrE CoroNIAL Tressurer: Is that
the “ Grolden Gate” you are quoting from ?

Me. JACOBY: No; the Handbook
on Horliculture and Viticulture, issued
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by the Department of Agriculture in
this State. I had several guotations
of a pimilar character to read to the
House; bLut I think under the circum-
stances there is no need for me to do
more than assure hon. members that
I have frequently attended agricultural
and viticultural conferences at which the
same policy has ‘been advocated with
regard to thisindustry. ThereforeI think
we must look on this report with a good
deal of suspicion. T could show many
inaceurncies in it.  Over-stutements in
some directions, and under-statemenis in
other directions, are made in this report.
for a particular purpose. I think hon.
members will see that the change in
opinion on the part of the Secretary for
Agriculiure may possibly be due to the
fact that he is connected with a certain
wine organigation here; or rather both he
and Mr. Deapeissis, the viticultural ex-
pert, are connected with a certain wine-
growing concern here—the largest of its
kind, I think, in the State, and the only
concern of all approached in connection
with the formation of the co-operative
association that did not express sympathy
or give some help. This was the only
business that refused to have any concern
with the formation of the cu-operative
agsnciation.

THE MiNIsTER FOR WORES: Did they
not condemn it ?

Mg. JACOBY : They practically con.
demned a thing which they had been
advocating for years past. I must ask
hon, members, therefore, to make wup
their minds as fo whether this is an
honest report, and whether it has not
been framed with the object of com-
pelling small growers who, in the past,
have sold their grapes to this large con-
cern, to continue to do so, and thus pre-
vent them from taking advantage of the
facilities afforded by the co-operative
association. The report erroneously states
that the present cellar accommodation of
Western Australia is 430,000 gallons.
As a matter of fact, there is in this State
only one cellar which is built as a cellar
should be built. A large majority of the
cellara here are, in point of fact, only
sheds. For instance, the building used in
the vineyard at Mundaring, with which 1
am connected, is practically only a shed.
There are only obne or two properly

i built and equipped cellars in the State.
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Therefore, when the Secretary for Agri-
culture states that there is accommoda-
tion for 430,000 gallons of wine here, he
is stating something which he must know
to be absolutely far from the fact.

Tre CovLowniarL Treasurer: Is he
drawing on his imagination for his facts ?

Mz. JACOBY : Yes. He also suggesis
that the free distribution of rooted vines
to growers would afford them some help;
but I say that any grower can raise his
own rooted vines at ag cheap a rate as the
Government ave likely to raise them; so
there is no advantage in the suggestion.
At a cost of a few shillings per 1,000, vine
growers cun raise their own rooted vines,
and there is no need whatever for Govern-
ment assistance in that direction. The
assistance would, in fact, be absolutely
worthless. The Secretary in this report
practically asks the Government to sub-
sidise monopolies; whereas the wine
growers ask the Government to assist &
co-operative concern. That is thedifference
between the suggestion of the Secretary
for Agriculture and the object which
the co-operative association have in view,
To sum up—l1 may say I have had to
scamaper through my notes in & most
Tapid manner, and perhaps bave not done
anything like justice to the figures, facts,
and arguments that I hoped to place
before the House—my contentions are:
Practically the industry would never
have been established in Australia with-
out artificial aid of some sort, because
Europe was too strong for the East; and
go the East is too strong for us. They
hyve bonuses in every direction in exist-
enca, which they can legally maintain by
the Commonwealth Act; and we have no
bonuses here. The industry must be on
a large scale, otherwise we cannot com-
pete with the East or develop an export
market. There is un immense ared of the
public estate admirably suited for viticul-
ture, and suited practically for nothing
else. All progress in viticulture has
been stopped, and, under the present
disorganised state of the industry, cannot
go on. It is impossible, us I would have
pointed out if T bhad had time, for the
growers, with the resources at their com-
mand, to establish a central winery, as it
is & matter involving considerable expense.
It would take from £40,000 to .£50,000
to start a winery and properly equip it.
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with their present resources to do that.
The question I ask the House to decide
is : Do the progpects of the future of this
industry justify the country in spending
some mouey in order o keep the industry
in existence? There can beabsolutely no
doubt it would be impossible for more
than one or two wine growers in this
State to continue their industry under
open compefition with the Fast; and it
is, I say, a question for the House whether
the industry js of sufficient importanve to
the future of this country to justify some
help being given by the Government. I
have much pleasure in supporting the
motion.

Mr. H. DAGLISH (Subiaco) : Before
the question is put, I would like to pro-
pose as an amendment that after the last
word, “ cellars,”” the following be added :

If upon inquiry it be proved that a reason-
able living wage is paid to all workers em-
ployed in the industry.

Mz. JacoBy: They get very good pay.

Mg. DAGLISH : 1 do not see where
harm can arise from putting those words
in, if the workers are receiving good pay.

Mg. Jacosr: They are the best-paid
men in agriculture.

Mz. DAGLISH : They way be, and
still be comparatively poorly paid. I
propose this amendment simply because
I have seen in Vietoria certain industries
supported by Government assistance by
means of protective duties, and I have
seen some ndustries paying 25s. a week
for 60 hours’ work.,

Menu3BER: Aud their ** board.”

Me. DAGLISH : Twenty-five shillings
without anything else. I object to that
state of things. If you pass motions like
this and pet the Grovernment to act on
them, and wmake no stipulation with
regard to pay, the effect frequently is
that the inGustry does not get the benefit
of the protection, because by the industry
I take it we mean wot only ewployers
but employees as well.

Me. Harper : I will accept the amend-
ment.

Mr. DAGLISH : I am quite satisfied
with the assurance of my hon. friend that
he will accept the amendment. I assure
him it is not introduced with the object
of in any way burking his motion. I
propose it with the sole object that when
agsistance is given to an industry, it shall

It would be impossible for the growers | be given to every person engaged in that
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industry, and I think it is a fair, reason-
able, and legitimate proposal for any
member to make.

Amendment put and passed, and the
motion as amended agreed to.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at six minutes
past 11 o'clock, nntil the next day.

Legislatibe Assembly,
Thursday, 17th October, 1901.

Petition : Coupon Truding—Papers presented—Question :
Railway Sienalmen, Nine Hours—Question : Minin
Exemption, Paddingion Conspls—Question : Rail-
ways Report, ns to Delay—Question: Coloninl
Products, Exhibition in London—Question : Rail-
way Rates, Eurrawang Syndicate, l.oss—Motion:
Coal Mines Bill Inquiry, Ch of & Member—
Jgn]nual Estitgnt.g:, ]tSOI-Z: ];e te on Fig;nclal

olicy, secon y (progress) — Troding mpa
Abolition and Piscount Btampe Issue Bill, in Com-
mittee, reported—Mining Development Bill, srcond
reading (resumed), in Committee, progress--Public
‘Works Committee Bill, in Committea to Clause 17,
progress—Camarvon Tmmway Bill, second reading,
in Comuittee, reported—Adjournment.

Tue SPEAKEER took the Chair at
4-30 o’clock, p.m.

PBAYERS.

PETITION—COUPON TRADING.
Me. G. TavLor (Mt. Margaret) pre-
sented a petition from residents of the
State, prayiog for the introduction of a
measure for the suppression of the coupon
syatem of trading.
Petition received and read.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the PrEmIER: Papers (moved for
by Mr. Hastie), Stock Imported over
Northern border. He said: I desire to
inform the House that Mr. Sommers, the
Minister for Lands, tells me he did not
give these papers to a certain journal for
publication.

By the MinisTer ror Mines: Return
(moved for by Mr. Hastie), Terms of
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Ezemption and Protevtivn granted on
gold-mining leases on Eustern Goldfields.

By ihe Coaurgsioner oF Rarnways:
1, Papers (moved for by Mr. Johnson),
Accidents on Kalgoorlie-Boulder railway
line; 2z (moved for by Mr. W. J.
George), Minutes of evidence taken by.
and papers presented to, the board ap-
pointed to inguire into charges preferred
against Mr. G. W. Davies; 3, Papers
{moved for by Mr. Rason), Fatal accident
to Mr. Hoad, late Station-master at Lion
Mill.

Ordered to lie on the table.

QUESTION—RAILWAY SIGNALMEN,
NINE HOURS.

M=r, QUINLAN asked the Commis-
sioner of Railways, without notice, if he
is aware that the Railway Department,
since the motion in favour of eight hours
per day relating to all branches of the
(Government service was passed in this
House, has introduced nine hours in the
case of signalmen employed on the rail-
ways, who previously worked eight hours,

Tre COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYXS replied : No.

QUESTION—MINING EXEMPTION,
PADDINGTON CONSOLS.

Mr. R. HASTIE asked the Minister
for Mines, without notice: Had he given
further exemption to the Paddington
Conszols Gold Mine ?

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied : In answer to the hon. member, I
would like to make a small explanation in
regard to the application which hes been
made for exemption in relation to this
property. The Standard Exploration
Company have a large number of proper-
ties in this State, amongst them being the
Paddington Consols lease. This company
is in liguidation, and at the present time
is protected by Regulation 152 of the
Mines Act for non-compliance with the
labour conditions. An application has
been received for farther protection. I
have sent the statement to the warden for
his recommendation, and my reason for
speaking to-night is that this application
is a most important one. If the mine-
holder were to be refused protection at
the present time it would, 1 am satisfied,
do an enormous amount of injury with
regard to investors in the old country.



